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Abstract  

Dalit literature in Kerala serves as an important tool for social justice. Dalit writing has become a voice of 

resistance and self-respect against the oppressions of the caste system. The Dalit literary tradition, from Poykayil 

Appachan to contemporary writers, exposes the caste realities of Kerala society. This paper analyses the historical 

development of Dalit literature in Kerala, the autobiographical tradition, contemporary poetry and fiction, and 

representation and resistance. This study explores how Dalit voices function as a driving force for social justice 

in Malayalam literature. 
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