PREFACE TO THE EDITION

The forthcoming issue of the Journal of Indian Historical Insights and Culture
(JIHIC) presents a compelling collection of scholarly articles that explore key moments and
transformative processes in the political, cultural, and religious history of the Indian
subcontinent. Spanning ancient, medieval, and early modern periods, the contributions in this
volume illuminate the dynamic forces that shaped Indian civilization through empire-building,
religious reform, cultural interaction, and colonial transition.

A major theme in this issue is the formation and transformation of political authority in
Indian history. The article on Chandragupta Maurya examines the creation of the Mauryan
Empire as the first large-scale political unification of the Indian subcontinent. By analyzing
classical texts, archaeological evidence, and early administrative frameworks, the study
highlights how innovative governance structures and strategic diplomacy enabled the
emergence of a centralized imperial state. Complementing this analysis is the exploration of
Emperor Ashoka’s transformation from a conqueror to a moral ruler guided by Buddhist
principles. Through epigraphic evidence and historical interpretation, the study demonstrates
how Ashoka’s policy of dhamma introduced a distinctive model of ethical governance and
religious tolerance that influenced political traditions across Asia.

The issue also revisits the political dynamics of medieval South India through an
examination of the Vijayanagara Empire. By analyzing internal administrative tensions and
external military pressures, the article challenges simplistic explanations for the empire’s
decline and instead highlights the structural complexities that shaped its rise and eventual
fragmentation. This contribution enriches contemporary historiographical debates on state
formation, regional power, and imperial resilience in pre-modern South Asia.

Religious and cultural transformations form another significant strand of inquiry in this
volume. The article on Buddhism and Jainism investigates the origins and development of these
heterodox traditions and their far-reaching impact on medieval Indian society. Through textual
and archaeological analysis, the study illustrates how these movements reshaped philosophical
thought, artistic traditions, and socio-cultural structures while promoting ideals of non-
violence, ethical conduct, and spiritual liberation.

Extending the historical narrative into the early modern and colonial period, the study
on the British East India Company analyzes the remarkable transformation of a commercial
enterprise into a territorial power. By examining economic policies, military strategies, and
political alliances, the research sheds light on how corporate expansion evolved into colonial
governance, fundamentally altering the political and economic landscape of the Indian
subcontinent.

Taken together, the articles in this issue offer rich perspectives on the evolution of
Indian political institutions, religious movements, and cultural interactions across centuries.
They underscore the complexity of historical processes and encourage deeper engagement with
the sources, debates, and interpretations that shape our understanding of India’s past.

The editorial board extends its sincere appreciation to the authors and reviewers whose
scholarly contributions have enriched this issue. We hope that this volume will inspire further
research and dialogue among historians, scholars of culture, and students of the Indian past.

Dr. Liji K
Chief Editor
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