PREFACE TO THE EDITION

The Journal of Indian Historical Insights is pleased to present its forthcoming issue,
featuring a rich collection of scholarship that deepens our understanding of India’s historical,
cultural, and economic evolution. The articles assembled here traverse centuries of the
subcontinent’s past from the administrative genius of ancient empires to the profound cultural
exchanges that shaped India’s artistic and intellectual identity.

This issue opens with a comparative examination of the Mauryan and Gupta empires,
illuminating how two of India’s most influential dynasties crafted distinct economic systems
that enabled prosperity, stability, and cultural flourishing. The succeeding study explores the
aesthetic and architectural traditions shaped by Hinduism and Buddhism, tracing how
religious philosophies influenced the subcontinent’s artistic expression and monumental
heritage.

Continuing this historical journey, the issue presents an insightful analysis of Ayurveda
and traditional medicine, documenting its philosophical foundations, enduring social
relevance, and the contemporary challenges of integrating ancient medical knowledge with
modern systems. Another compelling contribution examines the FEast India Company’s
transformative impact on Indian commerce, revealing how colonial economic policies
reshaped trade networks, disrupted indigenous systems, and left long-lasting structural
consequences.

Further enriching the volume is a detailed exploration of Persian and Mughal influences
on Indian art and literature, which highlights the deep cultural synthesis that produced
enduring Indo-Persian traditions. The issue concludes with an examination of ancient Indian
banking and financial systems, revealing the sophistication of early credit mechanisms,
financial instruments, and trade-supporting institutions that challenge conventional narratives
of global economic history.

Together, these articles showcase the breadth and depth of scholarship that defines
JIHIC’s mission—t0 foster rigorous, interdisciplinary research that offers fresh perspectives
on India’s past. We extend our appreciation to the authors, reviewers, and readers who continue
to support this endeavour. It is our hope that the insights presented in this issue inspire further
academic dialogue and contribute meaningfully to historical inquiry.

Liji K
Chief Editor
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