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Abstract  

This dissertation analyzes the historical evolution of Malayalam novel literature over a period of more than a 

century. This study examines the process of the Malayalam novel, which began with the publication of Chandu 

Menon's Indulekha in 1889, through the stages of tradition, social realism, modernism, and postmodernism. This 

paper investigates how the Malayalam novel reflected the socio-political and cultural transformations of Kerala 

society, assessing the contributions of novelists of different generations, such as Appu Nedungadi, Chandu Menon, 

Thakazhi, Basheer, Kesavadev, O.V. Vijayan, Anand, Mukundan, Sethu, Meera, S. Harish, and V.J. James. This 

study illustrates how the Malayalam novel has achieved a unique place in Indian literature through linguistic 

experimentation, innovation in narrative strategies, and thematic diversity. 
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