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Abstract

The contributions of women writers to Malayalam short story literature have been notable since its early days. But
in the second half of the twentieth century, female voices in Malayalam short stories took a decisive turn with the
writings of Madhavikutty. Contemporary writers K.R. Meera, Indu Menon, and Gracie expanded this tradition,
exploring themes of gender politics, bodily self-determination, and social resistance through their stories. This
paper analyses the evolution of female voices in Malayalam short stories, thematic diversity, feminist narrative
strategies, and gender politics in recent anthologies. The study incorporates observations by researchers including
Gayathri J.

(MIM@JoUdo

QEIQI8  )2l0}EL0dTVIOIOWIAE M@ af)PIETNGIGIOS  MUoRIUMBUB  @RMIONR
@DHRILle MIOT@D @OM  (VBEEVWAIDIGIM]. af)MITB DEI®Io MQINEIONG ©@6N=0
alSOIDN@B 20WAIlENSIWINS EAIMEEBINS DLIIB §2I03E L@@ (@) (BsNIR6ERUE B3@)
mIBeMISE USIEBIRIAT GMSl. MVAE:0llE: 1g)PIOMIBICIQ OG.@RHD. AlE, a3y CAGMIND,
UM ag)MIUB@ 0D AlDEMIREODD ESIO@  Qllalyeiddss)], el (Slwo, BICIGE:
MI@oMIBEM®@o, MIOALOIE  (IDNB@IWe )M  AlaUEBRUE EEBBOS  SHIOGSIRIOS
@M E:@laf). D (AleNUMLo RLIWIB OalO}BLa@Ieel M@ BNIREERSIOS al@leModo.,
(ER@IEAI® eeIllwie, ©a0dlmlg)] @HEUOM@EMEBRUB, TVAlale:dal MAINIREERSIOA]
ellotn@IAESIWo agymlau Qllted:eIMo ©21QPRMM). IRV HW. @RSESOMBS NEUUGOINS
M@l 16mMeBrRUd 0D aloMGBIEE DUBEIBODIG]Ee3M].

(WM QUISHEUB:- RRIIS §.210)EL0, TVDI af)9IOD), HaaBlMlme, @OWAIlENS], E:.@RA.
e, 0033 AGMIS, GUNMII, Elloth@Iai(Slo

@R?)6Mo

22IQI8 MIOID 2 lB@@TITD 62103EL0 B@Y (IWIM MIOIBEII2II] QilEmUla)@Y
D@10 MIQIENEISNY @IRR|BURE:sEglRIoeM). CAIBRWIME B3ETBIEIAME MIWMIB, BHBMVE
6NUOLIE TN allgs, 6nafld, @&, af)o.Sl. QWIMIERAUME MIWB @SEREIQ af)IBTE0D
©2103BLOW S MMIMAIR 60} aldEMIG) MYaHSIa). af)MITB D aldEMURITHIGS M@
eENIREE3RUB alfIGq|0¥lo MRBUIMIGHNLSIGHEWI BIRMV MIBOWENISIEEWI IR}, O:W.
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eraile: @meay 'Her-Self: Gender and Early Writings of Malayalee Women' agyam alom@wilad
2RMElEHIMISHNMDICIINL], 2eIIS] MH@IWIOS afPIOT af)Mie 6E) ©Ia(SIQ
(BRI,

Y (alfNIMWo  QRIWIB  ©al0IGLAIMVIOI@@DIOal i@  eenReERs1NS
al@leMIROTBH e MABILIE: (ITVEMIOH@®o al@lGUBIWIEHIM]. IWAIlENSIIONS OISEc0
DO OB @RHAB. AE®P 03} GAGMIMIe GNMIWI QAUOE@ISS ) PIOEICSHBIOS
MeRINIME:UB ailes allued:eiMo 6a1@QIMM]. VI ]. MIElE:AEHMTEICIIEA!, SRS
BL09TVISl@@ETIEE (@3] (ITNTWIMo MVIDAEAI@ MIQEBBZOS &S| (al@la0RINAIEM).2

af)OORIND GauINUIUB5MNOS eandlnilqy) Qlladuem alseSleOM @RSIMNIM?ISS), M@
af)RIOWIOR M cRISEERUd  @RMYB:EeMe  (feminine), (u@lGawo  (feminist), qui@o
S06nEm@d (female) agom 2omE@EROS PRIVIB ©2103@I@eRI M@ E2IME:O8 D
alOMo al@leuaowleanzomy.’

DRIWIB 6)210)BINQ6EI M@ of) IO al@lemodo

2EIQI8 ©210IGINNGE M@ ofVIOTIOG 2IGl(@o @IE@IGMIIUE  eISlmIosniles
@ROIMABZ|Mo, . MVEMGI@e2, Mil. MeITlWE2 «fMMIUEOS @aIME:SIRI06M Mo @R
£21OMBME. DRI MIQITEIMR  @RHRalSBIIGE  eiglmdcenils: @RomdERMo
"(@@066ERAUMm', '@rurlmieHl ™SRl ealM&gleneas mmnIdl oI oBsel
M(@3:836S aflwmesBud ail(@fle:@lal3. D B2IME:UB BB:QIRIe MVISIM] M§ISIE:u8 RI(@REY,
MIBaTlE> al@aBB:@6M (LIMUOIM@BIONG RBIN6 ExySl@ITileymy.*

0. MEMIGIWE2 '¢rURIMUl, 'AM:IVIESHUIEH] BBt MISEEREIQY & ING:SIRNES
@M@ EllotnllgnaimMle @EAERBS ENIMbo @RMINUGEMo S2II®]. 8. CRAIG:
21)6NElEe6MBOIMDYCAIINE], EDD @IRHRIGHIL! af)PITTIEIBIEUB '@RWIMIE: aeIIg (@'
ag)m  quselee®m 0lAAlemM@IEB  WIGEMIWE  alth) QUallg)). @RAUIEIES ELOEUD
mS(@3PEEM0, QllaIgaO MUMIBIWEERUS, &SN RISHTINL @RMVAMo af)MICUIO®
@aldBjo OaI®}.°

@BRMIOMBEIRIlo @RGSR @RHWIMIESMI (AIMOIMo ARIQIB MVIOIEOBI @D
RSO, DD HILIRISOTITE (@) f) 93OS eMEls eagpailsl eswoIaileimmy:
BOINUWBOD al@}d CAWINIMIMNBS MVIOI®) MUNIAIMEB3RUB, AOIUUBDV @IRHUIMIEMWIOS
EIONGMIERIT  (MUSIBEMMESUD.  af)MI@IMILRe, DD  (AUDIEUMWEEEO8  AOlESMY
@OWMEISAR], MUI0I GWOMVad, GUMIl OSBRI af)VIOTNEIB MIOMAIRY @Rl E0®
QIBUIEBRUB EEENBOV).

af) 9 lISSER0  af)sBal@BElRje BHERSTMIORI M@ (AIMNIN@TIOG USB)
MIaSl@y@oiee (aI@lanallall. 'DMPHM o) AVIBAU@IE TVEHLOCD GaldBfo 62I@IMM
®@alM&UB DD BHILIRISOTIGE  OWAMIAUM]. qVINI  G2IIMVAGIONG  'aldal@®O’, 'S@aql
ORSEBEIR @aINGUB CHESIQ MAOTBISE! £llotIW]E:I@ CRISMEGOS MM NIQ(@
0. QllAlG:ElENMMICIINE!, DD @GHILICRISEINRl MO afPIOB ELQURI VIO
(I QUBBDMo BADDE, @I (SIQ MWSOISTD Bx)SIWOR@M.°

2oWAQIlEeSIWIOS OB l®(E0

2EIWI8 2103GINQ0RI M@ MIBEBIONMG QAR MIBEMIVWBRIW MIYIBEHE]
powallesmglaes (eoed me), 1934-2009) @aIM&EI6M. 'af)ead &' (1973) agyam
@RHOASDNEROS 2LIWIB  MIOIOTIGE M@ OOLINIGMOWSEMNALN88 @0
(MoRIaMeMo  @RYPoElyl @IWAleSl, eal0)dlnGgele DD 0OWEl  (IGSlallah.
'ONM@ oMo',  'alefl@es  @emo’,  alemworidleael’ @3Skl &l (@
@1 (NaNEBRBOSWIo MI@IVBE-BOSWIo MYEHD 2l(@emesargosny.’

20WAilemSIIes SLOGEITd BEICo 6@} RI(SIW DaldEEMAIW (A INIB®BIEHM].
GauoIUds®  mldalailesan  ‘female' coisoOlOd  a@Qle  Dldrgl  ©BRINOGEMAIENTY
2oWilengles @aIMEud M@ @RMBAIGHIONG Mo SeMRTMEAIHNE *aISe. @RAIGES
&:109a19(@®6830B QilaIan lallm@meng VBIMIE, (IM @O MVESIBEMT®), BSOS
@Yo oMl @emMyRANlesmMAUEIM. @R&UOMm aaveeldlwd mowailesmsl 8Mlo al3Eiau
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ailaiesme@ (first-person narrative) 8@} ©«0al0lq) @EMHRID Dale@IUIg)y. 6B ag)m
QIISE) @RAUIGIOS E>L0ESITD B®3 EIA(SI (aI6)OalM@eN).8

2oWAIleNIWIOS  OBal®io  MABLINE:  af)VIOMSICISSEW  @RYYOIWD
(1RO LM}, 6. BRH@B. AP M3 BAGMIMIo MEBRBYOS ©2IMESI@E AdWalleamslaes
OWRIODED @RoUIlE@lENIAMINE. af)MITB BRAIG @RMGIMalINBTMES) Baldd:3M3 QUETING
@RMIEQAIOWIGE MM fRISMIIE2I®  QladUemM@EMIGRIES), @RDTAEIUIMOEBIGE  mlmy
MIAOlEs QllUeRIM@BIGRIES). @IWAIlES] @I0M UIMIRIRES AT ag)eIBTIEIGNE-UD
ESIO@B QIlUBILINIQ BEY CGRIIGDMIGRIEE) BSMMIElEan3M].

MRS M@ ©2103GI0IB(OMIBHUB: OB.@RHA. AlE, a3}
GACMIM, (Nl

Maselle: 2RII8  ©2103GINIMIACI@TITE Al  (BGRLAIT M@
veenineErglwd @3Bmle@lelnen 66.@ry®. dle. '@®Ildd’ (2012) agyom emoaiellees erudiw
(REL MSIW AE, §210)GLAGEIRR0 @RMILHAIV) MoRINIMEUB MTBBIWISNE. 'GRIaORETD',
'‘80) (@ODOR WIl, Lm0 @serEle @neglad dle @rulle:oene  ellotnaie
O®2AeN8s NITWOHOD MVIESHDRIQ] @BANIAIEHIM]. AEWINS EIAIGLIIE0 IR0
Al@mo WILNIBLAYNII EISESHRIGIMM B3@) ESAIEN.”

D3} GAGMINT AEIWIB ©aIMBINQID  PElIEEIH(SIWHTD BRI  @I(CUAIW]
@l EREHM ) PIOMISICIIeN). 'snNIBEHMBONN, '(EBITHMD 2I0QREST MISEERI
SLNIMAInNIEEBREI WD @RAIGB (@) e@leEmlcess MQEDHEMEBROHSWIo
@RON(G2E3080We MIWlma] aladuwdlesym]. om; GACMIONE @IaU  alflGqd¥ie
@R(SRITVSBUYo @RAMIAMITWMESORANT  @RM) GENUIIWAIIBAIAIQ 63@) MVDMEIUBIMI(®
DNEOTMSIAIM.  @RHAUOIMOTIONL!  @RMYIMAG®  QAUIDMSESNIeOM  olalnileyss  eflown
@RIVAMEEROS BMEISIMB mldenimulesnymm].

GOl 2eII8 §2lGLIEE 8@ MAllGUea MINdMo QladleemMy.  (Glmnimd
MUAIBRIQY  AlCRREDRICWIGE  OlM  a@iom U], amae ellonile ®oaleRss
Mo RIBUOE®  @RMMIEIW AR @ralddedleaymi. 'asmaicasleonl adcud),
'@RABMWIME @SBRI LGS M) RAElIROTICMERSS AMaICRIW MIWOMEMEB3US,
aldal-al36m( BIM3IEERUB, @RHYOEAIQ MYOM(ODIOTIMIONBS @BEM]aUsMo af)MIQ (A IGAWEBRBIWI]
@903IM}. BUNMIIOS UBIAMAUIe NaNMORAIR @RHEUPMESUE] 33 BREMINY (UMD
oy Q@IMI@AEN, af)aNICD @6ENZJ0 BBG HNRAIMIY)] EIH(SI@ alEH@BIGaISs MEileaniamy.'

O M af)9IONSICB®:O8WYe B@IA]  al@leUedWlemEmMIdd,  2eIQIs
£2103&L0@Iel M@ UeeniReER8OS OO UMW NSRBI, AlE@OS ~IGHTEENIIW., SD3)
GREMISNG UBICIElE: @IA(SIWo, GUMI@OS @RHEAI@ @REMIAUMe  FOAI AIMIo AU
Bluosgl@d mlany B6®E BISA (O GRISE), BRMIQV®) my(@laes
V@ oMIBEM@INUSIBOBTIGRISS), M]EHIM].

©anAlMIY) @REUPOMEBRSI0 (aI®IGEIWNIZo

2EIQIB 210300l §a0aAlMIg)] @RHEUPMEBERUE BRI M@ EL0InII(@EBRBINS
2fl(@er6Mo @@L, BRHEUOMLISNDITB COMWISS DSOAISTB B>)SIWIET). Al@MUGIN
@RHEUOM @Jal6BRUE  GRANW &LIN@, aRBBIGH® GLOdald@ MlB@d6mo, 'closure’ 988
@RAIMIMEBBUB  SDAIO® GaldBfo IR @alMI MOMEBRUD MAEILIE: M@ afPIBTYEIB
QOS2I DalCIUINBHNRMIENE.  GauoUIWdSB  Mlderusleaym  'gynocriticism’  m(@)
af)QIOTIOR MU0 aldBMURINIe BINRESMJo SHOENBOME@B DD o) PICMIBICN BSOS
®2IMNSSIOD (nl>SAoe).>

(I BNCERIW@TIO B@Y (IWIM Blalo BIHUDITD OIS, QLIWIS 6).a10)E L0 @D
M@ ) PIOMIBI0 DalB@IUTSENM @IU @RMIONNG ORI, MIBo, ©YIBEB3UB 3@}
Af)PIORBIYOS RIUDI@ My QUEIMIAST. 03} CAGMINNY @IB(BAINVSMD  @Iax,
sumiles MlgenIBm®@Ies @Y, AlEWINS MIGHURD @IaU DOI AMe AUMIMI® Glalelad
@Rl BIeO@ eagialglemnam). celld:-ea0dlmlg) EaIMES@d D @IaUI (AIT@IEEIW.
SISO BN (U6, "
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CHEBOTIM  Beld-0.0al0lq))  ©210)®INS:8)05 2@WAs]  (RERLRMIW 8@
alleommoem. Lo@lle ellonule medleRss intersectionality-o@ @RQlladie@leaniom som
R2IM&SUB  alEMIGIN® &anAdlNIQY] 2ISEONS}SO8 OM GaldBfe ©al@IMM]. GATIIIW)
eandldlveslong ACldldle:e8 DD af)9IOISICISUE  @INMIBIFME.  Wl.exds.
eemmyElad, o agamlaueies The Oxford India Anthology of Malayalam Dalit Writing' som
LIl WIR@OS B@ (IWIM BREUWIAN.'?

ONLIUIE  MIMAlEUEBRBIOS @RMICAUERUE  @RHNIAEEENM  §.al0)E0ESI0
MAIEIR1GD ARIQISOBIED DWWBMMAUGIIMIENE. (SOBMINHRBALB, EIWB @RMIEAIEROHS
2(@e@eemMm BaIME:UB Oandlmlqy) @ReUPMEBlen @RMIe®es8 allaeilledleaymm;.
eilotlo af)MM MUELIOG® BIMIDCDS: 2158 SIWd (binary framework) a3lmy e@oailafleson oo
@alN&UB RRIWIB 6)210)GLOIES) a3 ElUBdEENIdWo MN@BYIMN].

MUAlaldoel MVAIaNIE68BSIOAI LllotN@EIH(SIWo

QEII8  ©al0)EI0)  MVAIANIEEERSEIOS 2I@l (o  al@lEUBdWleanemIoud, i)
af) PJMBIROS  (IIBIMIWIEWITE QUM MIQo (UBGRLQAINM. @RYRBIEI MVAIANIREBBSI D
M@ ) 9IOMIEIB MPMalSUAID@IM]  'DRIQISCHIOCG TVIAUBEIM SINGHUE GaldR)RSS
oMl M@INIeeERSl@d ISlmiomile @RMBRMAe MIWAIlegIIe M@ M@
E@O@IMWe  AUaOlg)@. afMMI@ MBIl MANIEERSEIGE oM all@o  eM@I®I
@o0lal@leanyamn;.

MW@ !, @OMF NEAUMEMOBITD  2136NElBOINMENMMICAIINE],  BBHRSIW
SLOOMIaSl@TIORl M@ (IGITWIMoe  DEIIGTWIO@IMIe  MIQINEIWD  NIEMal@UIo
@RSAAIEARAIW 2IQeERUBHs QillewrmIalsins. Mudlale:oel AVAINIEERBSIEE  MS(@)!
) PICTBIIOS af)§fRo DAL, BRAURIOS EaIMESBOS (AW 69U eMRII
QBWlafldlemm;. £eeleUIlE:@®, LI, B, Ao, al@lndl®) ysserdle Qllatesud mi@s
B(ISI8BIEMOBTN@B @Yl B:@BlB866) SN}

DC 6ni3e>m, mo@yER1Al, BS00R 6NI3ESMY @RSEBEI@ (aIMVOWEB M@ af)PICMIE0RINS
MIAINIREBBUB (nB@YBs0 (IMIIESlE@lEHIMEY D AIQ@BIOG MUL2IME@IS. 'OaleORITY’
af)M MUEHLle M 6303 Qilalemm @ (m2IR)] odleilc@leaymmenim alladueme Deenzesslelo,
DM (VAANIEEEBUE U@ LRANIREERUELS 8@ 6AIAl 8EISHIMI  af)MM &R
mleaudilesnomaailg).

MRa0e6BREINE! EilotN@IH(SIWo afUSlEQICIV@B GlEOSTMSILIEB @M B(URIAI6N).
ARODINES S>L0BUB DUBORISIOTINM], aBOMINES BYIUIEHNIM], af)SBROM (E>DISITMINN,
@HMUOBITB  af)OHINEE alOWIM]  DAIOREIo ISR  @@IBIMEBIBIEM. (@S]
af)9IOBINE M@ afm  celsnelad  cUBMIClEnIM® @M 8@y elo@dnA (S
(@IS,  @REMIVAWs, @R eUAMIBIAN Depem Mm@ vesniR6E3Ud  'Oald@y’
MOl TB @RRUIYADISICAD af)M DWEEMOWIo MaImladseymmy. '

WILQad 20wReEB8le BMaU|@d AlWl@®Ie M@ §2103EI0@ES) R@IQ SUElE:Ud
oomilclenm;. sdsrdesnaimd ellQensld@ @NMIMIG:U8, GERPNIEUB, BILIHEE Al
od9RBaNIME:UB  af)MIlUAIEROS AlEMIGIN®  (IMIESlEG:EEM MO IMEBBBIOS @RUSE:0®
eueemleo@ (gatekeeping) @0l®:SEHIMB RO af)VIOYESICEUBEE MIWEHNMMN]. DY
QI8 6210} NSl M@ BeNIREEREINS LBMIWlal@(QITCEH@EMAIET),

®alMoaNI@o

2EIQI8 §al0)GIIeel M@ RMIREERSIOS WI® LISIMIoenilE: BRIMBRMOBIED
alom ae:0elld af)RIomRE:I@le:u8 Uee OIS B8] MLMIMAIW ~ldEMIAJIEN). §OD
al2EMIRIEBIE @oWallens] 83 MIBEMIWE: MIYIBEHE[IET @RAIGINS OSUWRI MIAB:IEE:
) PIODEICSUWBEE QU] @IOMI. 6&.@Rd. Ale, M) GAGMI, UM afmIEIOS
@2l UB DD aldEMIRIDDD BISIOM@D Qflal3LIORe MVESIBEMARAIEHM].

GaUINUIUBFOIOS 215B8SIEB BMISHIWIBD, MAG:IellE DRIWIB §2l0)ES:LeR! (@)
woeniBessud 'female' cRISOWIEB @R@IQ@ Mo BeMROMElON] LISOTIEE RO
Me1eE:88) M), af)MO@d  Beld-0a0dlrlg) GalMd:8le &A@  @REUPMEEs8le &
21SEOSIOHM MM B2ldBfe HI@IMM) @RHE@IOS 'MYQo' af)IM@MIST @ROAUB DA G2ldB(o.
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W@ &=m.  Mlallafleammieaional, GHESIQW  @LNdTVICIGIEBTIea M@

(I BIBWIN@TNOG  alOMo DAY SHISYOM@B  (AITVSOAISM. MGl  Qlladuemadilege
MIDaOlS LBIMI(@® NEAIHEMDBIERe DD QlIOWIOR (IdWIMfe AUBWRAUGlE@6N.
QRIS §2I03ELA EOMY BISYOTD NIV BBMIWlal@al@ORAIW B@3 MVIOI®) SO
20019 £NEI@leamM} @RMIGE M@ LBeNIREERSBINS MIoRIAIM @rALAIeN).
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