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Abstract

The human-wildlife conflict in the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is one of the most serious
environmental issues in Kerala. Located in the biodiversity hotspot of the Western Ghats, this
region is home to approximately 10,000 people, which contributes to frequent conflicts between
humans and wild animals. This study analyzes the nature, causes, and consequences of such
conflicts during the period 2020-2024. Elephants, wild boars, tigers, and leopards are the primary
animals involved in these conflicts. Between 2017 and 2021 alone, 445 human deaths and 3,298
injuries occurred in Kerala as a result of these encounters. The main contributing factors include
climate change, habitat destruction, and forest fragmentation. Community involvement, modern
technology, and policy reforms are potential solutions to mitigate this problem.
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