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Abstract

This dissertation analyzes the evolution and nature of female representation in Kerala’s short story
literature. It examines the changes in the portrayal of women in Malayalam short stories from the
early 20th century to the present, within the framework of feminist literary criticism. This study
reveals how Kerala’s short story writers have depicted women—ranging from representations
rooted in traditional patriarchy to the voices of modern feminism. It discusses the relationship
between social transformations and female representation in literature, the contributions of major
writers, and the unique contributions of Malayalam literature to this subject.
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