PREFACE TO THE EDITION

The International Journal of Indian Language Research Studies presents its first
issue, featuring scholarly work that reflects the linguistic and cultural richness of India. This
volume includes studies on Bangla syntax, gender representation in Malayalam cinema,
migration narratives in modern Tamil literature, the heritage of Kannada folk theatre, the role
of nature in indigenous writings, and the social reflections found in Malayalam films.

These articles demonstrate how Indian languages preserve identity, memory, and
cultural history while continuing to evolve in modern contexts. We thank all contributors and
readers who support this academic initiative. May this issue encourage further research and
meaningful dialogue in the field of Indian language studies.
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Abstract

This paper surveys sluicing in Bangla, a language often described as Wh-in-situ and head-final. While Bangla
typically lacks overt Wh-fronting, Wh-movement occurs in certain contexts, particularly in multi-clause structures.
This paper examines how such movement influences sluicing, where a Wh-phrase appears with elliptical material
in interrogative sentences. This paper describes that Bangla sluicing can be explained through two main
approaches: copula-based structures and TP ellipsis. The copula-based analysis suggests that sluices involve a
null pronoun and an unexpressed copula, reflecting Bangla’s characteristic lack of overt copulas in present-tense
sentences. On the other hand, TP ellipsis involves the deletion of material after a Wh-phrase moves to a higher
position in the clause. The paper also investigates two linguistic patterns in Bangla sluicing: case marking and
number agreement. Data presented in this paper demonstrates that sluicing is a syntactic property in Bangla, with
distinct patterns compared to languages like English.

Keywords:- Syntax, Sluicing, Bangla, Ellipsis, Wh-movement, Copula, Case marking, Number agreement

1. Introduction

Bangla language has commonly been described as dominantly head final and SOV in word order. The
SOV structure of Bangla, which is one of the six major global word orders, is used by approximately 41.6% of
the world’s languages. As also emphasized in local Bangla scholarship,? the SOV order in Bangla forms a core
part of its grammatical identity. Historically, however, the language has exhibited both stability in its head-final
alignment and flexibility under external influences such as English.

The general hypothesis regarding head initial and head final languages is as follows:

1y
a. Head-initial languages tend to have overt Wh-movement. (e.g. English, Bulgarian, Dagaare)
b. Head-final languages tend to have Wh-in-situ. (e.g. Japanese, Chinese, Navajo)

Following is an example of Japanese as Wh-in-situ language:

a. Ken-ga nani-o tabe-ta no?
Ken-Nom what-Acc eat-Pst C

‘What did Ken eat?’ (Source: Hiraiwa, upon request)
Bangla has also been referred to as Wh-in-situ language, due to lack of obvious Wh fronting. For example:
a. Shimul ki kheye-che?
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Shimul what eat-pst
What did Shimul eat?

b. Shimul kon biota porlo?
Shimul which book read?
“Which book did Shimul read?”

At the same time, it is important to note that the flexibility of Wh-elements in Bangla is often seen as
standing between English and Sanskrit traditions: unlike English, sentence-initial Wh-fronting is not always
licensed, while unlike Sanskrit, Wh-elements do not always remain fixed in situ. This intermediate pattern reflects
the hybrid influences shaping Bangla word order historically.

But it is also noticed that overt movement of Wh-elements does in fact occur to the C-domain. According
to Simpson and Bhattacharya,* such movement is suggested to be frequently disguised by the higher occurrence
of subjects in clause-initial topic position in Bangla but becomes clearly observable in multi-clause structures
where a Wh-element from an embedded clause is interpreted with interrogative scope in a higher clause. In Bangla,
for example, it is ungrammatical for the Wh-phrase ke 'who' to remain 'in situ' in the embedded clause, as in (a),
and overt movement into the matrix clause is necessary to license the wh-phrase. This can be achieved either via
raising of simply the Wh-phrase, as in (b), or via pied piping of the entire clause containing ke, as in (c).

2)
a. Jon bhabcho [ke chole geche].

John think who leave gone?
b. Jon kei bhabcho [ti cole geche].
John  who think leave gone?

c. Jon [ke cole geche];bhabcho t?
John who leave gone think?

“‘Who does John think left?” (From Bhattacharya and Simpson®)

This data naturally raises the issue of whether sluicing in Bangla is most plausibly attributed to instances
of Wh-movement and remnant deletion, or perhaps some other kind of process of ellipsis. But this paper does not
intend to find out the answer to this issue. Rather it will consider this wh-movement as changing of word order
(which is allowed in Bangla) and try to explore the sluicing patterns in Bangla as a Wh-in-situ language. It will
also try to find out the nature of sluicing in Bangla and whether it supports some general hypotheses of sluicing,
in particular, the hypotheses of sluicing regarding case marking and number agreement.

Sentences in (3) present two examples of sluicing in Bangla, which confirms that sluicing is a property of
this language.

3)

a. Karim-er basha-te keu ek-ta boi churi-koreche, kintu ami jani na ke
Karim-Gen house-in someone one  book stole, but 1  know not who
“Someone stole a book in Karim’s house, but I don’t know who.”

b. Karim  kichu kinechilo, kintu ami jani na ki
Karim  something bought but | know not what
“Karim bought something, but I don’t know what.

The general analysis of sluicing argued for in a considerable number of works 57 is the hypothesis that
Wh-movement first promotes the Wh-phrase from within the clause to a clause-peripheral position and then is
followed by deletion of the clausal residue, i.e. deletion of the largest constituent present in the clause which does
not contain the Wh-phrase. In the case of English, the suggestion is that movement of the Wh-phrase to SpecCP
is followed by ellipsis of the IP/TP complement to C as in the following example:

Mita just married someone, but | don't know [CP who [TP she just married who]].

But data in (3) suggests that Bangla sluicing may be produced by the reduction of a clause built around
a copula. One probable analysis is that there was a clause containing a copula, a pronoun and the Wh-phrase. The
copulas and the pronouns are probably phonetically not pronounced or empty, as in Bangla copula is regularly not
expressed in any overt form in the present tense and bangle has a null pronoun in general. This resonates with
Roy?, who, drawing on Chomskyan deep/surface structure theory, argued that while a copula may not appear in
the surface structure (Ram bhalo chele ‘Ram good boy), it is nevertheless present in the deep structure (Ram hoi
bhalo chele ‘Ram is a good boy’). Such an approach aligns with the idea that sluicing in Bangla can be understood
as the ellipsis of a copula clause.
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Unlike English, subject-complement constructions such as Khaled is very naughty, where a copula verb
is used in order to link noun phrase and complement, neither Standard Bengali nor dialects require copula verb
(“zero-verb”).

For example:

a. Ini [@] amar ma
She [is ] my mother
b. bimal [@] khub dushtu.
Bimal [is ] very naughty
c. Nozrul [@] bangali.
Nozrul [is ] Bengali.
d. Ishkul [@] bondo.
[The] school [is ] closed. (Rasinger®)

So, based on this phenomenon, another example of Bangla sluicing, and its underlying form is as follows:

4)

a. Reza kichu kineche.
Reza-NOM  something-ACC bought
“Reza bought something”.

b. Ami jani na [se ta kil.

I know not [(pro) (be) what]
I do not know what (it is).

This analysis is supported by the analysis of sluicing in Japanese, another Wh-in-situ language, where
the Wh-phrase occurs in a clause with a null pronominal subject and a null copula as the main verbal element:

5)
a. Mary-ga nanika-o katta.
Mary-NOM  something-ACC bought
'Mary bought something.'
b. Boku-wa [ _ nani(-0) (dearu) ka] wakaranai
I-TOP  pro what-ACC be Q do-not-know
T don't know what (it is).' (from Takahashi®)

Another possible explanation for sluicing in Bangla (data in 3) is the occurrence of TP ellipsis deleting
the phonetic matrix of the pronoun and copula following Wh-movement to SpecCP. So, based on this analysis,
the underlying forms of the sluiced sentence in 3 (a) and 3 (b) probably are:

6)
a. Karim-er basha-te keu ek-ta boi churi-koreche, kintu ami jani na
Karim-Gen house-in someone one book stole, but I  know not ke se (hoy).
[cp who [rp it is who]].

“Someone stole a book in Karim’s house, but | don’t know who.”

b. Karim  kichu kinechilo, kintu ami jani na ki se ta
Karim  something bought but | know not [cpwhat [t it is what].
“Karim bought something, but I don’t know what”.

The Bangla Wh word ki ‘what' in (b) can function as both object and subject and so could be occur either
as an object form in (b), produced by the deletion of an underlying structure reflecting that of the clause containing
kichu ‘something’, or ki could perhaps occur as a subject-form associated with a null copula. As in Bangla the
copula is regularly not expressed in any overt form in the present tense, so (b) also allow for an analysis as a null
copula structure.

2. Historical Context of Copula and Word Order in Bangla

The history of Bengali prose provides additional context. In the early 19th century, Christian missionaries
introduced prose structures influenced by English SVO, and writers such as Raja Rammohan Roy sometimes
employed overt copula in present tense contexts (e.g., iha subanta prakaraniyo hoi)!®. These shifts reveal that
Bangla’s SOV system and copula use have not been static but have interacted with stylistic and cultural forces.
Although literary examples such as 17th-century Vaishnava Tarza poetry demonstrate highly reduced copula
usage (Tumi ki? Ami jib. Tumi kon jib?)? these remain outside the syntactic focus of this paper.
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2.1 Case agreement

Hypothesis about case-agreement in sluicing: Wh-phrases in sluicing should behave subjects or objects
of matrix clauses syntactically.

The use of Wh expressions other than ki in Bangla is interesting. The equivalent of 'who' occurs in distinct
nominative, accusative, genitive and dative plural forms, respectively ke, kake, kar and kader. Such forms
furthermore often occur in sluices as illustrated in (7-9):

7)
a. ami Sunlam je keu Rani-ke  bokeche, kintu ami jani na ke
I heard that someone Rani-ACC scolded but I know not whoNOM
'I heard that someone scolded Mini, but I don’t know who’.
8)
b. ami Sunlam je Raz kau-ke kotha-dieche, kintu ami jani na kake
| heard that Raz someoneACC promised but |  know not whomACC
'| heard that Raz married someone, but | don’t know who.'
9)

c. karo rag hoeche, kintu ami jani na Kkar
someone-GEN anger done but | know not who-GEN
'Someone is angry, but | don't know who.'

In all the examples here, the patterns appear to show "case-matching" and marking of the Wh-phrase with
a case form which also occurs on the indefinite antecedent of the Wh-phrase. In (7), if in place of ke-NOM it was
kake-ACC, that would be ungrammatical. For example:

a. ami Sunlam je keu Rani-ke bokeche, kintu ami jani na *kake
I heard that someone rani-ACC scolded but I know not *whom-ACC
'I heard that someone scolded Mini, but I don’t know who’.

In (8), it would be ungrammatical in Bangla if in place of kake-ACC it was ke-NOM. For example:

b. ami Sunlam je Raz kau-ke kotha-dieche, kintu ami jani na *ke
I heard that Raz someoneACC promised but I know not * whoNOM
'T heard that Raz married someone, but I don’t know who.'

And (9) would be ungrammatical if it was ke-NOM in place of kar-GEN. For example:

c. karo rag hoeche, kintu ami jani na *ke
someone-GEN anger done but | know not *who-NOM
‘Someone is angry, but I don't know who."'

2.2 Number agreement

Hypothesis regarding number agreement in sluicing is that: Sluicing always triggers singular agreement.
For example:

a. Which problems (NP plural) are solvable is /*are not clear.
b. Some of these problems are solvable, but which problems is / *are not obvious.

The following examples show that number agreement is also evident in Bengali sluicing:
10)

a. Kon somossha-gulo somadhanjoggo, ta / *segulo porishkar na.
Which problems (plural) solvable that(is)/ *those (*are) clear not.
“Which problems are solvable is not clear.”

11)

b. Ei somossha-gulor kichu somadhanjoggo kintu kon  somoshha ta theses problems (out of)
some solvable  but which problem that (is)
/*segulo sposto  na
*those obvious not.

“Some of these problems are solvable but which problem is not obvious.”
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In the main clause of sentences (10) and (11), “Kon somoshagulo (which problems)” and “somossha
gulor kichu (some of these problems)” are plural but they are triggering singular agreement, thus supporting
hypothesis regarding number agreement in sluicing.

3. Conclusion

The aim of the paper was to conduct a survey of sluicing in Bangla, and it has been demonstrated with
examples that Sluicing is a property in Bangla. It is evident from the examples that Sluicing in Bangla has a
different syntactic derivation than English. It was argued that, since Bangla is a Wh-in-situ language, a Copula-
based analysis- already anticipated in Roy’s? deep vs. surface structure accounts- supports the sluicing pattern in
Bangla. It has also been demonstrated that Case marking and Number agreement are evident in Bengali sluicing.
As the data also show that Bangla has some wh-movement, it would be interesting to determine if sluicing in
Bangla also requires Wh-movement; however, this was not within the scope of this paper. Further investigation is
required to determine if Bangla permits sluicing formed by overt Wh-movement, and how historical influences on
Bengali syntax may have contributed to its present-day flexibility.
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Abstract

This study examines the construction and performance of gender representations in modern
Malayalam cinema, analyzing cultural narratives and social implications. Through a textual
analysis of major Malayalam films from the period 2000 to 2024, this research explores how
masculinity and femininity are constructed and reconstructed through cinematic practices. The
study reveals the changes and continuities seen in gender concepts in cinema as a reflection of the
social transformations of Kerala.
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@@Gooem! MM avlevoame AVIMIA0 aloMeEBSIM3 (JWIMDAIDZIMW alsh; Aladlasan. milnla
eloVE @ |ER8eS M1E22eMOM M0 (@JIVEMO@M Mo GIVANESBIM BB @JUWIM BOW ARG

€e1000 00301QeS "0flaH i@ HalaH@ @YW’ MGG TVIMIR" ag)aM WMOOM @3 GRAIMAla{la)
"aJ@ad @MOg0" (Male gaze) ag)aM MVE:@alo? AVIN2GH @@’Im’lwommgas alvo&InOm1©3
MIBEMIWHAWEGN. 2f)aMIG3, @RYWMIH: NIMABHSITI HD VEHTIafo af)sBBOHM e)m%lgm”lg%es)e)%ﬂs@mgo
aJMBMIBAI2 1696 FHWQ0 §21QYMVOAIMD” 2 IB1EUIWMINNEW A

2.2, 0IoPIX1H: aloMEBBBOS OOMVRLIAM & 2lSEBS’

q}gmég“ 20081903 "af)MBEHHOWTow)/WEHOWTow™  MOQYHWQo?  MVIMVIB]E:  @RAMO
M13eeMODING  MVBIBEMDHRHOE  AMAVILNBHIMW  AVa0dWasam.  AVIN120g1H:” os%”gda)@@‘a
af)VBEHIW™ 921Qea]gM  £flotd) MVEBUEBBo  BaJdHd AVPado GRAOW  af)BBOM  WIBSHIW”
921QIMOAUMDo DD aloMmO® 1003 G (@3mni13aIem?:

Ga0o2l eWeSs "alal@l" aVEH:@a]0jo? HHHIEBIMIVG D2OMO  aLVBAsCMIeLl  eflow
@OINIWIMEBBHS  ANWBHLINOMI@  @JIVEMAWRM.  aldRN®Y  GRYBANMBBHS  BRMGBOMOJo
MLIEBWIW  QElEBEOS  ModdHeMOje ®ale)ss Wil aeiwog mlmlawieel  eflow
MUELMIEBBUD (Balda]gam.

3. aflvodmeiMo

3.1 ogl BLO0a N@EBBBOS al@lemono
3.1.1. a1o0mi0 o103 MID” B WYM 1@ 1cAIHn”

2000-5860S @SevomIeel nelwog milmlawleel ogl LA D(@EBBUY (JUWIMMIWo aJ@BaH
S0 0@EBEOS  RTOOMIPL!  TVa0IVE:  CGAAHMBBIVI®N. DD Hoeleisomleel  alel
almlasglejo ogl 10D 10(@)6BRUY (@JemM1M1BE80 a AN E9I0 13689 @lgoem”
2@ 101900 |S101B8aMN Y.

af)aNO@3, 2010-HS1T DD MVI02IQJODITI (GHECAEM MAIQo »HIEMIMW @S6BBRL. "22 anlencd
B»HI5Wo" (2012), "a0M 63003W” @RYAR @?" (2014) ®smEI® AVIMIaG:U3 ogl GH(@31H® @RYELLIMEBIBUI
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@Tom@(cﬂ(glgd. m»  avimlasgleel 08’] GO0 D@EBBUY  MOMYBIWID  eflo®)  EOISHOSB
mm%m"lgloe@(m@o@mm.

3120V 20§ QYo 6)aldD@AMVALIQJo

"©96” 8a005@3" (2012) avimlawleel MImEd GAEMIB L0 @OM1G3 081 IO O3
aJOI© 2OMEEBU3 BEMINYIM@IATN’. d®IFIS caaleivloel qyl mwoamlwye, all3§osioav coaaleivloel
QeIMQo ag)amlal NIM120g91e;” @RYAIOMEREIM @@ lanellasmomsT

alaldoel VINIaGE1T8  AflaNGao®mE  MIMWEBBROE  (JECAWAISBAN  @OOMI@3, TV (@1
90LIUBMOHVBB0 288 2 loMICON® MLlalIGHU3 G108 0 621N @JAITMNDRUY &I FMM.

3.2, oJBaHOIO®IOAG o JNAMIBALalMo
3.2.1 @RY@aD aJBat@) AN @8 M1 HAVABAVIO I 0 JBat) IO CLIHS™

1990-a:8loe! 0e1wIg AWMLl a@aH @&LNa@68BUd (@JWIMMAIW WDIRTATE: LGB0
BRWlal®injo O8BNEIWIWAT. af)aNI@3, 2000-U3 D@3 DD AIT)d AI0IM DS63BE1.

'203” @a005@3" (2012) avimlawilee! 3o3aId V@AM HLOAN@o BTV ®eIolee!
aJBH®IOM]OG  JODIMIUI@IM™ &:GomInINWeEBegsss vavmavlglaigl, emovics caalelvilee!
al80g81omo, ogl&bcggoggg @B af)MIAIWIEHS o OV aJBeU®] A0QH: GRAUGO 10 {lan6a]gaM0.

"GaJmo"  (2015) aVImia@l@d  MIaNad  Galdgl  HNN@OMIEDS  HHAIGICB00W]
OIMMBMVIFINNW o JBaUHF 2l@o $H0eMINJIMDIEM. NVIAYBIWTH: o JBaHD] TVED3 BRSOV "voam1"
'M@sMo" af) MUY aldhdo "Ma0IME®]" "ol MIgOMIM" af)aNIAIY” @JIWIM o MDIB:N.

3.2.2. all@/oD107 aJDBU2/1000Mo

aalaldoel 221008 AWIMagglod  oJol  aflo®l  20Q)d:  GRAIMGIa{ldNeq|ga0.
&31HBROQYSS OBV NIMNWo, BRAIGOS AV IalEBESISSS allaem ag)MIAIWIEeS allg®IOm]na]
A lOMIEIN® MVELG3[EEBOS AO1HSHBAN (@JAUTND GHIFMIOJANMIEM.

3.3. &NOA @JOIMIWIMEBULI
3.3.1.@0eR0 @103 M1an”3ujmlccldn”

02108 aUImlawlsel &Hld @@IMIWIMEBUE Q8OO oIRGBV,  ~f)aMIGI,
VA lald0e1onm D GaaILINGE aflel @O &hIeMIQIaN@IE.

2T 1013auEBS1e3 aflel aVIMIadhed  SOIMAVHRMAWAE  HLOJaD@EBBOS  AEULWI0I
@RYAIIMOE 13 QUﬁ@c{H%@’Oﬂ@']‘%GT@”. a)aMO@3,  MOMEOMIGE  @JDIVIWIHOMe DG [0go
@Ral010300W1526M” @SN @) .

021QH 10 HS1LJOS (TUJ(H@(D(D@16)Q))096301_3,J§§ MVoBInHEMo BRYOCE1BNE|FONEIEJ QEIYWIO
mINas8lo3 oMo @J@IMIWIMEBBUB MG 0o QAUSHO A l@IAIGR6M”

3.4. M9gaOld> aIdQajo efloqjo
3.4.1. goav”@flaflecigo ellow) @M IWIMYo

oelwog  avimlawileel eflo  @@INIWIMEBEIE3  MVIPaold:  AUBYRODINAZ  TVIOWIMo
@ERLMEM. 23  ARYOMIBIOQS a@gﬂ HLOJa D@EBBUIN &GO ALY Yo
@RMAIS1HHAISING AVIMABHE1T3 &:06IMINJAN@IEN.
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ey’ WANYB H1aj@" (2023) aVlMlawIcs afloflw (VIGadld: altRNOMLIONIG3 MlMM8s
ogﬂoe,g@s @RMERAERUWE 2(@15H01890qjgmMoMme. D Mmlawlges RO®], aldWo, eflowo aganlal
®1e)88 TVEy13M?AIW MITWo HaISleq SN,

3.4.2. 929121081013 0&)%@@6}5 @JDIMIWwImo

Vaelld:  2elwIg  aVIMmIadsled ((WIRTeM altRDOMEIOD 1eEel ogldaag@s QJCDY
om%aﬂ@@)u& @RAOO1o{lH96]3M0.  MVIMICNTD: ol ]:80 TVIPasld: MIVADEMEBBGo DD
SO @EBSOS R1AUDOHOD (Bl |ADN aflwoe MIMIAWI@ 310 §AIBHEFA.

3.5. MIGHB®1HANBJ@OS AVIOWIMo
3.5.1. @V @3 2TWI@QYo WILIP@3 20W§258BGB0

avageila: 0e1wIg MIMIadE:g1e3 GVt e3 Alawl®es avlwlmo q@ﬂ@:gos =oNooy @3
2f)BBOM (@M aneaesama0Imm” GRAIMG A {l8H6q |SM0. BImMIOHLRIM TuNelERS13 agloeaua emMEIgaMm
aflawmedsgo EPAICWISSS (J®1B06MEEBBSBo DD MIMIABSIES 2182] 6.21Q0q M.

malaldoel VINasg1od wlR1god a0winmEBEIe)RS @GaldqalsaN a1 ®eIOWeSs eflow
V8030 |68BU3 BRAIMG o {IB856)a S,

4. QI06130Mo

4.1, aJRIVMIWOS MYl 6BBUI

0218 VImlawlse! eflow) @@IMIWIMEBBE@3 326N @JWIM aJGRIN®1hU3:
° ngl CHB1H® ARYAILIMEBBOS AIBRLMAL: 2010-BU3 YOG (’%g%eaua @JWOIM HLOIA1D(@)EBRSIW]
@ROIGAIBSBM MINIABHBOS af)sIRAODIGI WM §NIW AIBRLMOI BEMIOYANIOM.

® A BHOIOMIONG aJMBMIBAIaIMo: MIMYBIW]H "@RY@BaD aJBaH" AYHWIGE MM’ &HGO @I
®MAVIFI0jo TVa0IMEGQYSBDAIW a JBaH® IO ICLIABSS MdQo.

®  VIYaOld Qﬂn&d@mgos 21@a) WIBaO1E: aflWMo, Hald® MuNelEBRgleLl OeLloWld: allamMo,
Omo¥108 coaleiveel eflow aflgalalMo @SBRIV 0flatsEBRUY MIMI2G]D;” 218 2JQOS BINAW.

4.2, a10121® &80 om%ong'lna,go

af)aMI@IMIL)o, aflel al@1 G d:u8 MEqogo MleImladasa:

¢ 51038 U®IMWINODINAG @RI af)@322TN(1S1H; 3+ D00 émﬂgﬂ@@s J@IMIWIMo MEGa[0go
QSO0 aldlnl®ndam.

®  aneMiRy alRlNMM:03: AeMIRy AlREOMIM’ GAINE] aIEMIGIN® CaNIBRLINHU3 allaDSEaM
@AM MG jogo Mlelnflejms’.

* a2Vl @@IMIwomo: oflaflw MIYols: aleIVEBEIa MIMss Qe:ges eaalaflwimodmm
@RMEAIEBUS aJdemaw] @@lanella le9eq|ganiel.

4.3. (T\)OOCTRO(D']& aumdcom 1ol MuIdwWIMo

2elwog nimlawlsel eflo® @@IMIWIMEBBBHS (@J®IO°LI0mEBU alluooeinoam:?

® MVIPeOld:  @oAIGMIdW  aldebmalt  eflow (TU@JG)(ZSTZD@@O’]%Q@ 0ald®  @RAIGNIIWO G
aUImIa@es AVoRIQIM.
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* QAUIBHBHNS AGMIBIIANISE! 200 BV GELIYO ZFOD @JO®1alEnd®W Lflot) &bIGa]0FHUd
U GH1EBAN@NG3 AVIMIAQOS alss.

¢ mY @afldosmomleal quPWlme: NWIMawlens 2WAEIMAIGBAN MVIPaOld: 1@ hud MW
MBRI®IGHHS MVPWIMIHBa0.

5. (@J®}0°LI0™M6IBUY

5.1. ©ILELITN]B: @JDJILIOEBBUI

D 2 loMOMIHF HOTVERLIAN B MVERIAIME:U3:

®  GalDQNBHIEBIMIVT Han2IMITY TVIRLIINONICLIARBS BS1E2|BHN@3: MAMYA3 MVBABROM 13,
@D 2] BAHIEGIMADIM TVIMYIATS> A lURODMLIOH]E3 £ilow) MIIRLIANEBBBOS (@JEWIWo.

e MUIMI20 a1I0MEBBSHL! a MW @RYUDWEBRU: (JICBUE: MVIMIDWHS A lURIITHLIGINGI BRYCUIS
avlmlao mﬂ@ooms)amgas @JGWINQJo al@ladi@emajo.

®  MV2oMITIH aloMEBECLIBBS MVoRINIM: MVIMIAQ MVIAVITTH: aldlIBEMMOje ®oXLIS:
aucrwammob{l@g 2MNILIGHTI.

5.2. @JOGIU1d: (@J®Y02LIOMEBBUI

e mlao mMIBRIEM  AYQITVIVOMILIBSE  AVPWIMo:  &SOMM@ 2 JCOINAMalENIW  Lflow
(@IMIWIMEBBUIABBB @YaO1IMo.

* afl3yoemL cralelw1eel @JeWIwoe: ATWI® MIGHO®Po Lflow) MVAMI Afl3J0E MO 1NVASS
Ny alMNHUI.

® MoMTld MmOmleel qupWlme: aVlmiad mweasglejo  MVMIGID:  G@JOONVIAOM
aleb@d:glejo £flo®) $:08aj0SHBHS MVoGWIRMo.

6. 9alMoaNIOo

@RWRMIH 0e1wog avimlawleel efllo @@IMIWIMEEBUS EHOS1W VYoo IDad aflaNw
2OQEBBBOSWo  DSAa|HBOSWo  (@JOaLLIMAEM.  2000-HW  AOEIB8  HOLIVSATD %ﬂ
SO D@EBBBOS  HIOO  MVELIBEIMOJo  MVIDO@IASBDNOW  all@1HO6Mo,  aJBaH® IO ]HF
aJNAMIBAIaIMo,  aVIPaOlH:  ANHWEBSICRISBBS  BIO@3 @O0aN  AudlalMo  afMlaIW]ees
2 JGRINDIWHS MY2IMBHUI BHITNINJANDIEM.

af)MIBAMOEjo, &NVAE JDIMIWIMONIO alGll®®, QMY AlBNIMMGBEHS aLIUWIMo,
000I0lWwiRIBIM VPOl  altRNOMEIEBBSEIG  MIMB8 GO D@BBBOS  BRA IV INOW
@@®IMIWIMo @SR @m%aﬂg%eaua DGa[0go Mlelaflejens’,

OV alOMODINMG HOMBOMEIHUW 2LIWI8 MIMIA af) MWD ¢HES1V MVYPoom]Od eflow
0ifl0o0m (@@ lenelo lEsd:Qo  (Galdo]OD®HQe  HaIYIM BB @JWOM  AVLIAYPIATH
WM 1WIREMAN” MUL1R1HE1HA63aT. BINNWINELI NEAIAHIMEBRUAER0 (JICWIN]H: SO ISEIdhUdBs30 D
aloMo @RSIMTO M@IH:AT.

avlmlaleel eflo) @@ IMIWIMeRHS8 aaao”lg{lgga @SB alOMEEBU3 0RIVWI8s aVIMIWYeS
M0Ra0ld:  BDMIAOM  HGO@  aLLlQJBRISBMDOIM”  MVa0IWIBs0.  BSO@  DUIHBHISBINDo
@J@TMIWIMAIROIRIW avImladud aylasan®gos CHHOS1W NVYaOOm1H3 eflow
MO IONGLINNBS8 WI@WIEE MINIAQHS MVoRIAUM &M@ KI0 AW 1H630.
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Abstract

This research paper examines the depiction of immigrant experiences in contemporary Tamil novels. It analyses
how authors deal with themes of displacement, cultural negotiation and identity formation in transnational
contexts. Through a careful textual analysis of selected works from the late twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries, this study investigates how Tamil novelists express the complex emotional, psychological and social
dimensions of immigration. The analysis demonstrates that these literary works function as sites of cultural
memory and resistance.

&H([H& &0

@BS WUeEHE. BT FIOHT SO BTas&sefled GIQCWMmM 3jelLiemkigerler
F5sfllmu  WImMUSHMmE. @LUQUWIe|, &SenFsmy CUF&HAIMIHMS LMmHMID
Leteorml () GLPeL&H6TleL  SIemLWITeT 2 (heUMHSHID  UHU  SHIHLIQLITHETH 6T
AAFWTSHET  eTeuaUmTm  M&SWTETHTMETT  6TleTLemS @&H&EL (BT LGLUTUI6Y
QFWHME. @QEUSTID HBrmHmmeoriger HWHUGH WwHmid @UEUSESTETMITD
BTHMTETILT QSMLGH&HE5F 6 CHIHOSHGEHLILLL LemL L1566l Kl & L0meot
2 ey UGLUUTWeNeT ewpeud, S BTaleTRFlWTSHET G EWMHMESH T & 8860 meoT
o GuoTIJ6Y, 2 emadluiev LOMHMILD Fenss LI 1 LD IT600T M1 85 600 61T 6TeUGU M)
QaueflIL(RS SR OTM6TT 6TedTLIMS @QHs lle] aFmTfl&SHma. @hs @evsHull]
LML LILIS6T SeVTEFSFTT Blemeore] LoMmID eTH TLILN6T SemmBIS6TTdH 6 & W6ev L (H 8 6T meor
eTedTLIem S LIGLILMUI6 BlepL&EH M.

WEHW QFMME&ET:- G EWMMLD, SO BTEUE, ML ITETID, HEVTFFMTF LOTMHMLD,
LeulbQUWIBGSH T, LictTeoTTL_(h&SlauLD

1. 9MEpsID

@ BUSQSTETMITLD HBITMHMITE00TIY 60T 2 6V&HLDWILNTESLILLL 2 V&6V, GLCWMmmLD
6TGOTLISI LD6DT1 & 21601116155 60T 6ML0WLIG&H[HeUTS eleThIGR MG, HLALD G evEH U 2 uHev,
GOILILUTSE Hafer BTaley allqalSHH6, @HS SsLallD LGem SeuTEEFTr, 2 emeililey
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MHMID Fepsg FESHGHEHLT ASSFGHEILUGRMS | GQCWMM sLIaID 6TeTLgI
Qeumib Lelluflwev @Lommmid 0L HILD6V6V; IS 36D LWITET IDMIFFeNLOLIL], HEVTFFTT
GUEHFAMISHMS LDMHMILD 2 emailluleb MM MBS 66T &858 6VmeoT G& U6V (LEm M WITELD.

SLALD BTOIVGEHET @HS BULIOISHMNS (NTemaIHGD gD, LjeDQUWTHCHTH
FeLN G G D) 60T G615 60)60TSH 6T, 61555 Bl 5 61T LOMHMILD S(LDEI6L o2 5H\&emeT
QaueflILMSSPME. @QHFH @VEHER U QeuefllILTH&H6T, GUCWMHMEH T CoalelCoalm
IDFHIGMET - QUTHTTHSTT CHamauUledBhs ATF W BITUBSD euemy, SHeva
aumiliysefledmba &M IDU L56Te6TN6m600T6) 6UEMT - 34,7 TSR 60T M 60T

@Qbs puleler WEHEHW GCBMEHESHL, Hefeor S BTau&efley GlEwmm
SsiLieumsefler LTS BlYISsausiams LGLILMLIE QFUeSTEGD. @bhs CHMTEHsHESMS
JLausmeTs, Ularsmuellsse  CaTLUMEG WMMID  LeubeuUWIhesTr
3165 6rl60T 85600t CeooTTL L G651 LWeTLRH &S, CHIHOSH&H&LILL L HTelevaerleor
Bl &8 0MeT UMFILIenL GLMSMeTCaTLD.

2. WTMUEFR & Caeirel

Beferr sl BraleumAWIs6T &lCWMMESH 6T LIGULIFILDTE0T 26016 HIS606T
galaumm  FSESFEROTmeTy, WOHMID 2 VHEDWINTEHESEN WLMmMID  UeTer Tl (b
QU&EESH T Lletereonluley @LUQUWTe WHMID WeTGWCWMMEH T 2_amadliiev,
SHOTEFFTT IDMHMID Felnds LIKlL0ITeooT 6185 6m6rT 6T6l 6 MM 24,7 UG 63T M 60T [ 2

3. GaEMLUML( 395 56ITLD
3.1 Wetramevenilg sieu LeubQuUwW ey CamLump)

GYCWMHM smLaIBISGm6T Lfhae&meaTasn@ LNearameetlssiol GamlLmd)
|19 LILI60)L_WI 60T 856001 G600TTL_L_SH6M 5 QIPHBIGHRMS. Gammidl LU med eor
'GeulIlNerd GetTemin’ (hybridity) &@HSSID, elaufl FuisHer 'BTHSLDBS HmleeSall
SHMHSSHID @B UGSLUTLGEG WHERWITaTemel.? @hs CHMLLMLLTTISH6T
LIVDQLIWITE] DILIAIGME HVTEFTT ePVGETSTT IDMIQTEQLUWFLIL WMHMILD
SemLWITeT LnIFTennLILN 6T &18:8560M60T Q& W6V LNEM MUITE & ([H S 60T M 6OTTT.

eusmy Lgymameller LeolbQUWIBHCHTH UMmmMiw Sile], &NCWmMmLD eTeTLIS!
‘e 19601 H(HHNS LDMIGIEMTUIENM QF LW WD QFWWenm aTeTml aimTHBHIHmaI.° HLdlp
156U 6L & 6T Qb L0 MI6U6m [T W6ty m Ul 60T G6U G 60 60T6M WL LD GUITUILI6mLIULD
QLT TG 6TMm6oT.

3.2 BlemetTey LOMMILD HEVTHFFTIT |60 L IITETLD

Hwy  Gmrymelledr  'Blemeorelledr @ LMG6T  (lieux de  mémoire) SHIHSSH,
HeolbQUWIBCHTT 6TeUUMM SHeVMEFTT Blemeotemed LITTINFGS6TMeT 6TaTLIeNS
LB SIQ&meTeT 2 S6|Hmg.! SN BTaU6V&H6T QIOMY, 2 600T6), LIGTITI).6Mm&&H6T oM MILD
FOLNG [HEM L (L6 &HEMEIT [l 606016l 60T @)L BIS56ITMTEs LIULI60T LI (H) & &1 59 60T M 60T

4. UGLIUTWEY
4.1 @LLOTMMS G 6T 2 emailwiev

Befeor SOLD BrTalL&seleld GUEWMM ILIAID (PSHETEDWTES 2 aTailluley
@QLWTOHMWLTE FAE5SFEELULGSRMS. &HST pruamduilear 'ewm Uefluwnrss eor
Hn5' U6V, G CUMMEH 6T SHTHHID FHEOEV(NENMEN6T HLHFH QFaD alemaUiley
QauefllIL@B M. 15 T6 60) 60T LTSS\ [J I & 6T L&w &Lpedlev 55518560617
SEHMGSIGHQGETETET  (PUWHFSHGWLCUNTSE, IJeUTHeTler 2 6TeTEHFH60  Blevah
Feseuser allifleumas QeuerfllL® &S LI (M ) 60T M 6or.
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4.2 QLMHUNWEL 6L WIITET QH(H &L

LA Braususefled QUMY eTeTLgS Qeumild QSTLFUML6Y &Hall L HILD6EV6;
318 HEVMTEFTT |60 WIMeTSE 60T 219 LILIemLWTHe D aflemTmIGRmS. QmPQLUUIFLIL
wHmIb QMY SHeulINeaT QFWWeMEET, GLEWMM ADILIISHET (WNHS W
SIDFRBIGETTE @)HS BTV 660 G55 MedTmIER 65T M 6oT.

43 HUMTEFFMY CUFHFAUMTTSMS
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Abstract

Kannada folk theatre represents a vibrant and diverse tradition that reflects the cultural, social, and religious ethos
of Karnataka. Rooted in oral traditions, these performances combine storytelling, music, dance, and drama to
convey moral, historical, and mythological themes to rural audiences. Forms such as Yakshagana, Bayalata,
Sannata, Dollu Kunitha, Togalu Gombeyaata (puppet theatre), and Harikathe embody the region’s folk
consciousness and serve as both entertainment and education.Unlike classical theatre, Kannada folk theatre is
often performed in open spaces, village squares, or temple premises, making it accessible to all strata of society.
Performers use vibrant costumes, exaggerated gestures, rhythmic dialogue delivery, and live music to engage
audiences. The themes often reflect a synthesis of local beliefs and pan-Indian epics, including stories from the
Ramayana, Mahabharata, and Puranas, while also addressing contemporary issues like justice, morality, and social
harmony.More than just an artistic expression, Kannada folk theatre is a living cultural archive, preserving
language, dialects, customs, and oral history. It plays a significant role in fostering community identity and
continuity of tradition. However, modernization and the decline of rural patronage pose challenges to its survival,
calling for renewed interest, documentation, and preservation efforts.
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Abstract

This paper examines the multifaceted role of nature in the indigenous and tribal literature of India, arguing that
natural elements function not merely as backdrop but as active agents in cultural preservation, spiritual expression,
and resistance discourse. Through analysis of oral narratives, folk songs, and contemporary tribal writings from
diverse communities including the Santhal, Gond, Khasi, and Toda peoples, this study demonstrates how nature
serves as a repository of ancestral wisdom, a medium for cosmological understanding, and a vehicle for
articulating environmental and cultural sovereignty. The research reveals that indigenous literary traditions
construct nature as an animate, relational entity fundamentally interconnected with human identity, contrasting
sharply with Western literary traditions that often position nature as external to human experience. This analysis
contributes to understanding how indigenous epistemologies challenge dominant literary paradigms and offer
alternative frameworks for conceptualizing human-nature relationships in an era of ecological crisis.

Keywords:- Indigenous Literature, Tribal Narratives, Ecocriticism, Oral Tradition, Indian Literature, Nature
Writing

1. Introduction

The relationship between indigenous peoples and their natural environments has been subject to
extensive anthropological and ecological investigation, yet the literary dimensions of this relationship remain
underexplored within mainstream literary scholarship. Indigenous and tribal communities of India, representing
approximately 8.6 percent of the nation's population across 705 distinct groups, have maintained rich oral and
increasingly written literary traditions that position nature not as conquered territory or aesthetic object, but as
animate collaborator in the construction of meaning, identity, and resistance.* This paper argues that nature in
indigenous and tribal literature of India functions as a multivalent cultural repository, serving simultaneously as
keeper of ancestral memory, medium of spiritual discourse, and vehicle for articulating contemporary struggles
over land rights and cultural preservation.

The significance of this inquiry extends beyond literary analysis to encompass urgent questions of
environmental justice, cultural sovereignty, and decolonial epistemology. As indigenous communities face
unprecedented threats to their traditional lands through mining, deforestation, and industrial development, their
literary productions offer crucial insights into alternative ways of conceptualizing human-environment
relationships that challenge dominant extractive paradigms.? This analysis seeks to illuminate how indigenous
literary traditions construct nature as relational rather than resource, as subject rather than object, and as active
participant in the ongoing creation of cultural meaning.
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The research question guiding this investigation asks: How does nature function within indigenous and
tribal literature of India as a vehicle for cultural preservation, spiritual expression, and political resistance, and
what alternative epistemologies of human-environment relationship emerge through these literary
representations?

2. Theoretical Framework

This analysis draws upon several intersecting theoretical frameworks to understand the complex role of
nature in indigenous and tribal literature. Postcolonial ecocriticism, as articulated by scholars such as Graham
Huggan and Helen Tiffin, provides a lens for examining how indigenous environmental discourse challenges
Western literary and philosophical traditions that separate culture from nature.? Their framework emphasizes the
need to understand environmental literature within contexts of colonial exploitation and ongoing struggles for
cultural and territorial sovereignty.

Indigenous literary criticism, particularly the work of scholars like Craig Womack and Jace Weaver,
offers methodological approaches that prioritize indigenous epistemologies and resist the imposition of Western
critical frameworks onto indigenous texts.* This approach necessitates understanding indigenous literary
productions within their own cultural contexts rather than as variants of established Western genres.

The concept of "animate earth" developed by indigenous scholars such as Robin Wall Kimmerer provides
crucial theoretical grounding for understanding how indigenous worldviews construct nature as relational and
animate rather than inert resource.® This perspective fundamentally challenges Western ontological distinctions
between nature and culture, subject and object, human and non-human.

Environmental justice theory, as developed by scholars like Rob Nixon and Ramachandra Guha,
illuminates the political dimensions of indigenous environmental discourse, particularly how literary
representations of nature serve as vehicles for articulating resistance to environmental colonialism and resource
extraction.® This framework helps contextualize indigenous nature writing within broader struggles for territorial
sovereignty and cultural survival.

3. Analysis: Nature as Cultural Archive

Indigenous and tribal literature of India consistently positions natural elements as repositories of cultural
memory and ancestral knowledge. In Santhal oral narratives, specific trees, rocks, and water bodies serve as
markers of tribal history, with each geographical feature encoding particular episodes of migration, conflict, or
spiritual revelation.” The sacred grove traditions of various tribal communities demonstrate how natural spaces
function as living libraries, preserving not only biodiversity but cultural practices, ritual knowledge, and historical
memory.

Mahasweta Devi's documentation of tribal oral traditions reveals how natural phenomena serve as
mnemonic devices for preserving cultural knowledge across generations. In her collection Imaginary Maps, rivers
remember the paths of ancestral migration, mountains preserve the names of forgotten heroes, and forests maintain
the secrets of traditional ecological knowledge.® This archival function of nature in indigenous literature contrasts
sharply with Western literary traditions where natural settings typically serve as backdrop rather than active
participant in cultural transmission.

Verrier Elwin's extensive ethnographic work with Gond communities demonstrates this archival
relationship through their concept of "speaking landscapes." Gond narratives construct specific geographical
locations as active storytellers, with hills, valleys, and forests serving as repositories of tribal law, social customs,
and spiritual wisdom.® This relationship positions indigenous peoples not as separate from or dominant over
nature, but as participants in ongoing dialogical relationships with animate landscapes that serve as custodians of
cultural knowledge.

Contemporary tribal writers increasingly draw upon these traditional relationships while adapting them
to address modern challenges. Authors like Jacinta Kerketta incorporate traditional nature symbolism while
addressing contemporary issues of displacement, mining, and cultural erosion.!® Their work demonstrates how
traditional relationships with nature provide resources for articulating contemporary resistance while maintaining
cultural continuity.

4. Spiritual Dimensions: Nature as Sacred Text

The spiritual dimensions of nature in indigenous and tribal literature reveal sophisticated cosmological
systems that position natural phenomena as active agents in spiritual discourse rather than passive objects of
human contemplation. Khasi oral traditions construct natural elements as divine messengers, with winds carrying
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prayers, rivers serving as pathways between worlds, and mountains functioning as dwelling places of ancestral
spirits.*

W.H.R. Rivers' documentation of Toda sacred songs demonstrates how indigenous communities
understand natural phenomena as participants in ongoing spiritual relationships rather than as external objects of
worship. In Toda cosmology, buffaloes, grasslands, and dairy ceremonies form integrated spiritual ecosystems
where human and non-human actors collaborate in maintaining cosmic harmony.'? This relational spirituality
contrasts with transcendental religious traditions that position the divine as separate from or above natural
phenomena.

The shamanic traditions documented among various tribal communities reveal complex spiritual
geographies where specific natural locations serve as portals for communication with spirit worlds. Tribal healers
and spiritual practitioners understand their roles not as controllers of natural forces but as mediators within broader
ecological and spiritual networks.*2 This positioning challenges Western literary representations of nature as either
romantic sublime or conquered wilderness.

Contemporary tribal writers increasingly draw upon these spiritual relationships to articulate resistance
to environmental destruction. When mining companies destroy sacred groves or dam projects flood ancestral
burial grounds, tribal writers frame these actions not merely as environmental damage but as spiritual violence
that severs fundamental relationships between communities and their ancestral landscapes.'*

5. Political Resistance: Nature as Territory of Sovereignty

Indigenous and tribal literature increasingly positions nature as a territory of political resistance, where
struggles over land rights and cultural preservation are articulated through environmental discourse. The influence
of environmental movements on tribal literature demonstrates how traditional relationships with forests become
vehicles for articulating broader claims to territorial sovereignty and cultural autonomy.®

Tribal writers like Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar use nature imagery to critique development policies that
displace indigenous communities in the name of national progress. His collection The Adivasi Will Not Dance
positions forests, rivers, and agricultural lands not as underdeveloped resources awaiting exploitation but as
complex cultural landscapes that support sophisticated ways of life.® This literary strategy challenges dominant
development narratives that position indigenous communities as obstacles to modernization.

The resistance literature emerging from mining-affected regions demonstrates how environmental
destruction serves as a metaphor for cultural genocide. Writers from Jharkhand and Odisha describe the
destruction of sacred mountains and forests as attacks on tribal identity itself, arguing that indigenous peoples
cannot survive as distinct cultural groups without access to their traditional territories.’

Women's voices in tribal environmental literature reveal gendered dimensions of environmental
resistance, with female authors often emphasizing how environmental destruction particularly impacts women's
traditional roles as maintainers of household economies and cultural practices. Writers like Jacinta Kerketta
position environmental protection as inseparable from women's empowerment and cultural preservation.

6. Contemporary Adaptations and Literary Innovation

Contemporary indigenous and tribal writers increasingly experiment with literary forms that blend
traditional oral narrative structures with modern literary techniques, creating innovative approaches to
representing human-nature relationships. Mamang Dai's poetry demonstrates how traditional Arunachali
cosmologies can be expressed through contemporary literary forms while maintaining their cultural specificity
and spiritual power.®

The emergence of tribal writing in English has created new possibilities for indigenous authors to reach
broader audiences while maintaining cultural authenticity. Writers like Temsula Ao blend traditional Naga
environmental knowledge with contemporary literary techniques, creating works that function simultaneously as
cultural preservation and political advocacy.?°

Digital media and new technologies offer additional platforms for indigenous environmental discourse,
with tribal communities increasingly using social media, documentary film, and online publishing to share their
environmental knowledge and advocate for territorial rights. These innovations demonstrate how traditional
relationships with nature can be expressed through contemporary media while maintaining their cultural
integrity.?*

The growing recognition of indigenous environmental knowledge within mainstream environmental
movements has created new opportunities for tribal writers to contribute to global environmental discourse while
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asserting their cultural sovereignty. This recognition challenges the marginalization of indigenous perspectives
within environmental literature and policy-making.?

7. Implications: Alternative Epistemologies and Environmental Futures

The analysis reveals that indigenous and tribal literature of India offers sophisticated alternatives to
Western environmental discourse, presenting nature as relational partner rather than resource, as active agent
rather than passive object, as cultural collaborator rather than external wilderness. These alternative
epistemologies have profound implications for environmental policy, literary criticism, and cultural preservation
efforts.

Indigenous literary representations of nature challenge the fundamental ontological assumptions
underlying Western environmental discourse, particularly the separation between culture and nature that justifies
extractive relationships with natural systems. By positioning nature as animate and relational, indigenous literature
offers frameworks for understanding environmental relationships that could inform more sustainable approaches
to environmental policy and cultural development.?

The political dimensions of indigenous environmental discourse revealed through this analysis
demonstrate how literary representations of nature serve as vehicles for articulating claims to territorial
sovereignty and cultural autonomy. These insights have important implications for environmental justice
movements and policy frameworks that seek to address the disproportionate environmental burdens borne by
indigenous communities.?*

The spiritual dimensions of nature in indigenous literature offer resources for addressing the spiritual and
psychological dimensions of environmental crisis that are often neglected in secular environmental discourse.
Indigenous understandings of nature as sacred partner rather than commodity provide alternative frameworks for
motivating environmental protection and restoration.?®

8. Conclusion

This analysis demonstrates that nature in indigenous and tribal literature of India functions as far more
than scenic backdrop or romantic inspiration. Instead, natural elements serve as active agents in cultural
preservation, spiritual discourse, and political resistance, offering sophisticated alternatives to Western literary
and philosophical traditions that position nature as external to human experience.

The literary representations examined reveal indigenous epistemologies that understand human-nature
relationships as fundamentally relational, with natural phenomena serving as partners in ongoing cultural creation
rather than resources for human exploitation. These relationships provide crucial insights for addressing
contemporary environmental crises while supporting indigenous claims to territorial sovereignty and cultural
preservation.

Contemporary tribal writers increasingly draw upon traditional environmental knowledge while adapting
it to address modern challenges, demonstrating the continued relevance of indigenous environmental discourse
for contemporary literary and political movements. Their innovations suggest possibilities for environmental
literature that transcends the limitations of Western nature writing while offering concrete alternatives for
environmental policy and cultural development.

The urgent contemporary relevance of indigenous environmental discourse, particularly in the context of
climate change and accelerating environmental destruction, makes this literary tradition essential for
understanding alternative pathways toward environmental sustainability and social justice. Indigenous and tribal
literature of India offers not merely alternative perspectives on nature, but alternative frameworks for
understanding the relationships between cultural preservation, environmental protection, and political resistance
that are essential for addressing the interconnected crises of our time.

This analysis contributes to the growing recognition of indigenous knowledge systems as essential
resources for environmental scholarship and policy-making while supporting indigenous claims to cultural
sovereignty and territorial rights. The literary traditions examined offer rich resources for scholars, policymakers,
and environmental advocates seeking to understand and implement more just and sustainable relationships
between human communities and natural systems.
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Abstract

This study analyzes the complex relationship between Malayalam cinema and the social
transformation of Kerala society, exploring how cinema both reflects and shapes society. It
examines the social changes reflected in Malayalam cinema from the 1950s to the 2020s through
the lens of cultural theories. Using Gramsci’s theory of cultural hegemony and Stuart Hall’s
encoding-decoding model, the study investigates how Malayalam cinema represents issues of class,
caste, gender, and the influence of modernity, ultimately evaluating the role of cinema in the
transformation of Kerala society.
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