
 Journal Homepage: www.eduresearchjournal.com/index.php/ijcmrs   48 

 

 

Comparative Analysis of Fee Structures in Online and Distance Education:   

A Study of Mahatma Gandhi University and Select Indian Universities 

Ismail Thamarasseri 

 Associate Professor, School of Distance & Online Education, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Kerala, India.  

 

Article information     

Received: 22nd April 2025                                                      Volume: 2     

Received in revised form: 2nd May 2025  Issue: 2 

Accepted: 3rd June 2025                                                          DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15737433  

Available online: 26th June 2025 

 

Abstract  

This comparative report presents a comprehensive analysis of the fee structures and key features of online and distance 

education programmes offered by Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) and other prominent Indian universities. The study 

focuses on six academic programmes—MBA, M.A. in English, B. Com (Honours), M. Com, BA and BBA—each analysed 

across multiple institutions to highlight variations in cost, delivery modes, specialization options, and learner support systems. 

The report is intended to guide prospective students in selecting appropriate programmes based on financial considerations, 

learning preferences, and academic goals. Findings reveal that while MGU offers regionally accessible and moderately priced 

programmes with quality academic support, institutions like IGNOU and Annamalai University remain leaders in affordability. 

Conversely, private universities such as Amity and LPU Online offer premium services at higher costs. The report concludes 

that aligning institutional offerings with student priorities—such as cost-effectiveness, infrastructure, or specialization—is 

essential in optimizing the value of higher education pursued through flexible learning modes. The methodology employed 

includes a comparative analysis based on secondary data, primarily sourced from official university websites, and programmes 

brochures. The entire report has been prepared using AI tools to synthesize the findings. 

 

Keywords: Online Education, Distance Learning, Fee Structure Comparison, Higher Education in India, Flexible Learning 

Modes 

 

I. COMPARATIVE REPORT OF MBA (ONLINE/DISTANCE MODE) PROGRAMME  

1.1. Overview 

The Master of Business Administration (MBA) is one of the most sought-after postgraduate degrees in India, offering 

diverse career opportunities in management, entrepreneurship, and leadership. With the increasing demand for flexible 

education, several reputed universities have launched Online and Distance MBA programmes, making higher education 

accessible to a wider audience, including working professionals and remote learners. This comparative report presents a 

detailed analysis of the fee structures, mode of delivery, and key features of MBA programme offered via Online and Distance 

Education by Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) and other prominent Indian universities. By comparing factors such as total 

cost, duration, and value-added features, the report aims to assist prospective learners in making informed decisions aligned 

with their academic goals and financial considerations. 

        Table 1: Comparative Report of MBA Programme (Online/Distance Mode) 

University  
Mode of 

Delivery 
Duration 

Total Fee  

(INR) 

Fee per 

Semester 
Remarks 

Mahatma Gandhi University 
(MGU), Kerala 

Online 
2 Years (4 
Semesters) 

₹100000,000 
(approx.) 

₹25,000 
Offers MBA via School of Distance 
& Online Education. Specializations 

vary. 
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IGNOU (Indira Gandhi National 

Open University) 

Distance & 

Online 
2 Years 

₹62,000 (Distance) 

/ ₹58,000 (Online) 

₹15,500 

(Distance) / 
varies (Online) 

UGC-approved. AICTE recognition 

for Distance MBA. 

Sikkim Manipal University 

(SMUDE) 
Distance 2 Years ₹85,000 ₹21,250 

Well-structured virtual classes and 

exam support. 

Annamalai University – DDE Distance 2 Years ₹31,500 ₹15,750 
Among the most affordable; less 

emphasis on digital resources. 

Amity University Online Online 2 Years ₹1,41,800 ₹35,450 
High-end LMS, global exposure, 

extensive industry interface. 

ICFAI University (Flexible 
Learning) 

Distance 2 Years ₹65,000–₹75,000 Varies 
Multiple specializations; reputation 

in business education. 

Lovely Professional University 

(LPU Online) 
Online 2 Years ₹1,02,000 ₹25,500 

UGC-DEB approved, interactive 

content, proctored online exams. 

1.2. Observations 

• MGU provides a moderately priced MBA option with flexible online learning. 

• IGNOU remains the most economical national-level provider, ideal for affordability and reach. 

• Amity and LPU offer premium experiences with tech-integrated platforms and career services. 

• Annamalai University is suitable for those seeking low-cost options with traditional learning materials. 

1.3. Recommendations 

For budget-conscious learners seeking a recognized degree, IGNOU stands out as the most affordable option, offering 

a national-level reputation with flexible study options at a low cost. It is ideal for students who prioritize affordability without 

compromising on the credibility of their degree. For learners based in Kerala or those seeking a regionally accessible MBA 

programme, Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) offers a quality education with the convenience of online delivery. The 

moderately priced programme provides a solid academic foundation, making it an excellent choice for students in Kerala and 

nearby areas. For students looking for a technology-rich MBA experience with industry exposure, Amity University Online 

and Lovely Professional University (LPU Online) provide advanced learning management systems (LMS), placement support, 

and extensive corporate interfaces. These universities are suited for learners who are willing to invest in a premium education 

that integrates cutting-edge digital tools and career-oriented resources. For learners interested in a wide variety of 

specializations and a flexible curriculum, ICFAI University and Sikkim Manipal University (SMUDE) offer broad elective 

options and modular learning paths. These institutions are well-suited for students who want to customize their MBA journey 

according to their career goals and interests. Ultimately, the choice of university will depend on individual priorities—whether 

it's cost-effectiveness, regional accessibility, technological infrastructure, or specialization options. Each university in this 

comparison offers distinct advantages that cater to different student needs, making it essential for learners to align their choice 

with their academic, professional, and financial considerations. 

1.4. Conclusion 

The comparative analysis reveals that Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) offers a cost-effective and regionally 

accessible MBA programme through online mode, making it an attractive choice for learners in Kerala and nearby regions. 

While IGNOU remains the most affordable and widely recognized provider, universities like Amity and LPU cater to students 

seeking a premium, technology-driven learning experience. Options like Annamalai and SMUDE appeal to students balancing 

cost with flexibility. Ultimately, the choice of university depends on the learner’s priorities—cost, flexibility, regional 

preference, or technological infrastructure. 

II. COMPARATIVE REPORT OF M.A. IN ENGLISH (ONLINE / DISTANCE MODE) PROGRAMME  

2.1. Overview 

The Master of Arts in English is a popular postgraduate degree offered in flexible formats by many Indian universities 

through online and distance learning modes. The following table presents a comparative overview of the total fee structure, 

mode of delivery, and relevant features. 

      Table 2: Comparative Report of M.A. in English Programme (online/distance mode) 

University Mode Duration 
Total Fee 

(INR) 
Fee per Year/Semester Remarks 

Mahatma Gandhi University 

(MGU) 
Online 2 Years 

₹72,000 

(approx.) 
₹18,000 per Semester 

Online lectures, continuous assessment; 

Official confirmation recommended 

Indira Gandhi National 
Open University (IGNOU) 

Distance 2 Years ₹12,600 ₹6,300 per year 
Most popular; extensive national reach; 

well-structured printed materials 

Annamalai University Distance 2 Years ₹7,800 ₹3,900 per year 
One of the lowest fees; traditional 

syllabus; printed materials 
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University of Madras - IDE Distance 2 Years ₹9,900 ₹4,950 per year 
IDE (Institute of Distance Education) 

offers good regional support 

Amity University Online 2 Years ₹1,10,000 ₹55,000 per year 
Interactive LMS, live sessions, 

mentorship, EMI options available 

Lovely Professional 
University (LPU) 

Online 2 Years ₹72,000 ₹36,000 per year 
Modern online delivery, projects, 

recorded/live sessions 

University of Mumbai 

(IDOL) 
Distance 2 Years ₹9,000 ₹4,500 per year 

Available to Maharashtra learners 

primarily 

2.2.  Observations 

• MGU’s Online MA in English offers a mid-range fee with the benefits of flexible learning, digital content, and 

university credibility. 

• IGNOU and Annamalai University continue to be most affordable, especially for budget-conscious learners. 

• Private universities (Amity, LPU) offer modern platforms, flexibility, and student services at significantly higher fees.  

• Universities like Mumbai (IDOL) provide a balance of affordability and regional accessibility. 

2.3.  Recommendations 

For budget-conscious learners, IGNOU and Annamalai University are the most cost-effective options. Both universities 

offer highly affordable fee structures while providing a standard curriculum and printed study materials. These institutions are 

ideal for students seeking a traditional distance learning experience without a heavy financial burden. For learners based in 

Kerala, Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) offers a regionally accessible and moderately priced online MA in English 

programme. MGU provides the convenience of online learning with flexible scheduling, making it an excellent choice for 

students in Kerala who prefer a reliable and affordable option. For those seeking advanced digital infrastructure and more 

personalized learning experiences, Amity University and Lovely Professional University (LPU) are ideal. Both universities 

offer excellent platforms with structured support, live classes, and mentorship, although their fees are considerably higher. 

These options are well-suited for students who prioritize flexibility, advanced e-learning features, and a more interactive 

learning experience. For working professionals, MGU, LPU, and Amity University stand out for their online modes of delivery, 

which allow for flexible scheduling and the ability to balance work with study. These universities offer the necessary support 

to accommodate the schedules of professionals who need flexibility in their learning journey. Each of these options caters to 

different needs, from budget-friendly choices to premium platforms with interactive learning tools, making it important for 

students to consider their financial situation, learning preferences, and professional goals when selecting their programme.  

2.4. Conclusion  

The comparative analysis of online and distance education fee structures for the Master of Arts (M.A.) in English across 

major Indian universities reveals a diverse range of options catering to various learner needs. Mahatma Gandhi University 

(MGU) stands out as a regionally accessible and moderately priced option, offering quality online learning for students in 

Kerala and beyond. While IGNOU, Annamalai University, and University of Madras (IDE) provide highly affordable choices 

with a traditional distance learning approach, private universities like Amity and LPU offer advanced digital infrastructure and 

personalized learning experiences at a premium cost. Thus, students can choose institutions based on their financial capacity, 

learning preferences, geographical location, and the level of support and flexibility they require. Overall, the growing 

landscape of online and distance education in India offers substantial opportunities for students to pursue a postgraduate degree 

in English with greater accessibility, affordability, and academic credibility. 

III. COMPARATIVE FEE STRUCTURE REPORT: B.COM (HONOURS) VIA ONLINE/DISTANCE 

MODE 

3.1.  Overview 

This Comparative Fee Structure Report provides a detailed analysis of the B. Com (Honours) programme offered 

through online and distance education modes by several prominent universities across India. The aim of this report is to 

compare the fee structures, programme durations, and additional features of universities such as Mahatma Gandhi University 

(MGU), IGNOU, Annamalai University, Amity University, Sikkim Manipal University, University of Madras, and Lovely 

Professional University. With an increasing number of students opting for distance and online education due to its flexibility 

and affordability, this report serves as a guide for prospective students in making informed decisions based on their budget, 

learning preferences, and the type of support they require. The universities included in this report are renowned for their 

academic excellence and offer various benefits, including affordable pricing, industry-oriented curricula, e-learning tools, and 

placement support. By comparing their fee structures, students can better assess the value offered by each institution and 

choose the programme that best aligns with their educational and financial needs. This analysis will help prospective students 

direct the vast options available for pursuing a B. Com (Honours) degree via online or distance mode, enabling them to select 

the best-suited programme for their academic goals and career aspirations. 
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       Table 3: Comparative Fee Structure Report: B.Com (Honours) via Online/Distance Mode 

University Mode 
Programme 

Duration 
Total Fee (INR) 

Per Year/Semester 

Fee (INR) 
Remarks 

Mahatma Gandhi 

University (MGU), Kerala 
Online 4 years 

₹1,20,000 

(approx.) 

₹15,000/per 

semester 

Offers a flexible online structure 

with quality academic support. 

IGNOU (Indira Gandhi 
National Open University) 

Distance 3 years ₹8,100 ₹2,700 
Among the most affordable in India. 

Accredited and UGC-DEB 

approved. 

Annamalai University, 

Tamil Nadu 
Distance 3 years ₹9,000 ₹3,000 

Traditional distance learning system 

with printed study materials. 

Amity University Online Online 3 years ₹1,20,000 ₹40,000 
Industry-oriented curriculum with 

online resources and mentorship. 

Sikkim Manipal University 

(SMUDE) 
Distance 3 years 

₹45,000 

(approx.) 
₹15,000 

Self-paced learning with recorded 

lectures and student support. 

University of Madras (IDE) Distance 3 years ₹11,700 ₹3,900 
Long-standing institute offering 

robust support for distance learners. 

Lovely Professional 

University (LPU Online) 
Online 3 years ₹1,14,000 ₹38,000 

Modern platform with placement 

support and e-learning content. 

3.2. Observations 

• MGU’s B. Com (Hons) fee is moderately priced compared to high-end private institutions and more affordable than 

most universities offering online infrastructure. 

• IGNOU and Annamalai University remain the most economical choices for students seeking cost-effective distance 

learning. 

• Private online universities such as Amity and LPU offer enhanced features like LMS platforms, industry tie-ups, but at 

a higher cost. 

• State universities like Madras University maintain a balanced cost with traditional support systems. 

3.3. Recommendations 

For budget-conscious students, IGNOU and Annamalai University emerge as the most economical choices. These 

universities offer highly affordable fee structures, ensuring that students receive quality education without financial strain. 

Both are UGC-DEB approved and provide sufficient academic support for a fulfilling learning experience. For those seeking 

structured learning with moderate fees, MGU, SMU, and University of Madras (IDE) are solid options. These universities 

offer a good balance of affordability, academic support, and technical assistance, making them suitable for students who need 

a flexible yet comprehensive education. If you are looking for premium services, Amity Online and LPU Online stand out. 

While they come with higher fees, these institutions offer feature-rich platforms, industry-relevant curriculums, mentorship, 

placement support, and modern e-learning tools. They are ideal for students willing to invest more for enhanced learning 

experiences and career opportunities. For regional learners, particularly those from South India, MGU, Annamalai University, 

and University of Madras provide strong local support, with familiarity in academic and administrative systems, making them 

great choices for students who prefer proximity to their educational institution. Finally, for students seeking a national reach, 

IGNOU and LPU Online are excellent options. With nationwide recognition and a wide network of study centres or online 

presence, these universities provide ample opportunities for learners across India. Each of these universities caters to distinct 

student needs, from budget constraints to premium offerings. Students should carefully assess their personal priorities, whether 

it’s cost-effectiveness, structured support, premium services, or regional focus, to make the best decision for their academic 

and career goals. 

3.4.  Conclusion 

In conclusion, the B. Com (Honours) programmes offered through online and distance education modes by various 

universities in India provide a wide range of options catering to different needs and preferences. 

• Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) offers an affordable and flexible learning structure with good academic support, 

making it a solid choice for students seeking a balanced fee and quality education. 

• IGNOU stands out as the most economical option, providing a highly affordable fee structure with nationwide 

recognition, making it ideal for budget-conscious learners. 

• Private institutions like Amity University and LPU Online are better suited for students who are willing to invest more 

in premium services, including industry-relevant content, placement support, and modern e-learning tools. 

• State-run universities like Annamalai University and Madras University offer a traditional distance learning system 

with reasonable fees and ample regional support. 

Overall, the choice of university depends on the student’s budget, learning preferences, and desired level of support. 

Those seeking cost-effectiveness should lean towards IGNOU or Annamalai University, while students looking for a structured 

and modern learning experience might consider MGU or SMU. Premium services and additional features can be found with 

institutions like Amity and LPU Online, though they come at a higher cost. Each option has its own merits, and students must 

assess their individual needs to make the best choice for their academic and professional goals. 
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IV. COMPARATIVE FEE STRUCTURE REPORT: M.COM VIA ONLINE/DISTANCE MODE 

4.1. Overview 

This report provides a detailed comparison of the fee structures for the Master of Commerce (M. Com) programmes 

offered through online and distance learning modes by Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) and other prominent Indian 

universities. The report aims to assist prospective students in making informed decisions regarding their higher education 

choices by evaluating the costs associated with pursuing an M. Com degree from different institutions. The M. Com 

programmes reviewed in this report are designed to cater to a diverse range of academic and professional interests, offering 

specializations such as Finance, Accounting, E-commerce, and Business Policy, among others. The comparison spans a variety 

of factors including the overall cost of the programme, duration, specialization options, and the recognition and accreditation 

of each institution. By examining universities like MGU, IGNOU, Annamalai University, Sikkim Manipal University, and 

Amity University, this report provides a comprehensive overview that allows students to compare the affordability and quality 

of programmes offered by different institutions. This information is crucial for students considering pursuing their M. Com 

degree in a flexible, online or distance format, and seeking the best value for their investment in education. 

             Table 4: Comparative Fee Structure Report: M.Com via online/distance mode 

University Mode Specialization Options 
Total Fee 

(INR) 
Duration 

Accreditation & 

Approval 

Mahatma Gandhi University 

(MGU) 
Online 

General, Commerce, Finance, 

Accounting, HRM, etc. 
₹80,000 2 Years UGC-DEB, NAAC A 

IGNOU (Indira Gandhi 
National Open University) 

Distance
/ Online 

General, Finance & Taxation, Business 

Policy & Corporate Governance, 
Management Accounting & Financial 

Strategies 

₹11,000–
₹18,000 

2 Years UGC-DEB, NAAC A++ 

Annamalai University Distance General ₹8,500 2 Years UGC-DEB, NAAC A 

Sikkim Manipal University 

(SMUDE) 
Distance General ₹1,23,700 2 Years UGC-DEB, NAAC A 

Amity University Online 
General, Finance, E-commerce, 

FinTech, etc. 
₹1,50,000 2 Years UGC-DEB, NAAC A++ 

4.2. Observations 

• MGU's Online M. Com Programme: MGU offers a comprehensive online M. Com programme with various 

specializations at an affordable fee of ₹80,000 for the entire duration. 

• IGNOU: IGNOU provides both distance and online M. Com programmes with a range of specializations. The fees vary 

between ₹11,000 and ₹18,000, depending on the specialization chosen.  

• Annamalai University: Annamalai University offers a distance M. Com programme at a very economical fee of ₹8,500, 

making it one of the most affordable options.  

• Sikkim Manipal University (SMUDE): SMUDE's distance M. Com programme is priced at ₹1,23,700 for the entire 

duration, which is on the higher end compared to other institutions.   

• Amity University: Amity offers an online M. Com programme with various specializations at a fee of ₹1,50,000, 

reflecting its brand value and infrastructure. 

4.3. Recommendations 

For budget-conscious students, Annamalai University offers the most affordable option with a total fee of ₹8,500 for 

the entire duration of the M. Com programme. This is an ideal choice for those looking for a low-cost education, though it 

may offer fewer specialization options. For students seeking a balance between affordability and quality education, Mahatma 

Gandhi University (MGU) provides a comprehensive online M. Com programme with a total fee of ₹20,000. This makes MGU 

a strong contender for those who want flexibility and a well-rounded education at a reasonable price. For students looking for 

a variety of specializations and a more tailored learning experience, IGNOU offers a wide range of specializations in its M. 

Com programmes, with fees ranging from ₹11,000 to ₹18,000. It is a versatile option that caters to different academic interests, 

making it a great choice for students seeking specific expertise in areas like Finance, Taxation, or Business Policy. For those 

who prioritize premium infrastructure and extensive student support systems, Amity University stands out. While the total fee 

of ₹1,50,000 is on the higher side, the extensive resources, global exposure, and specialized options make it a solid investment 

for students looking for a more resource-rich educational experience. Ultimately, the decision depends on the student's 

priorities—whether it's affordability, specialization options, or the availability of advanced learning resources. Each university 

offers unique benefits that cater to different needs, and students should assess their goals, budget, and preferred mode of study 

before making their choice. 

4.4.  Conclusion 

The comparison of the M. Com programmes offered by Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) and other prominent 

Indian universities reveals a diverse range of fee structures and programme options, catering to varying budgets and academic 

goals. MGU's online M. Com programme stands out for its affordability and flexibility, making it a suitable choice for students 

seeking a comprehensive education at a reasonable cost. IGNOU offers multiple specializations in M. Com, making it a 

versatile option for students with specific academic interests, at competitive fees. Annamalai University provides an extremely 

cost-effective distance learning option, though it may have limited specializations compared to others. Sikkim Manipal 
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University (SMUDE) and Amity University, while on the higher end in terms of fees, offer premium infrastructure, extensive 

support systems, and specialized options, making them suitable for students willing to invest in their education for a more 

resource-rich experience. Ultimately, the choice of university depends on the student's specific needs, such as budget, desired 

specialization, and preference for online or distance education mode. Students are advised to carefully assess their priorities 

before making an informed decision. 

V. COMPARATIVE FEE STRUCTURE REPORT: BA (HONOURS) VIA ONLINE/DISTANCE MODE 

5.1.  Overview 

This report provides a comprehensive comparison of the 4-year Bachelor of Arts (BA) (Honours) programmes offered 

by Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) and other leading Indian universities, focusing on the availability of online and 

distance education modes. The BA (Honours) programme is a popular undergraduate course that provides students with an in-

depth understanding of various arts disciplines, including subjects such as English, Political Science, Sociology, and more. In 

recent years, the demand for flexible learning options has surged, particularly among working professionals and those who 

cannot attend regular classes. As a result, several universities in India have developed robust online and distance education 

programmes to cater to these needs. This comparative report examines the fee structures, duration, modes of delivery, and 

specialization options offered by MGU, IGNOU, Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI), the Cluster Innovation Centre (CIC) at the 

University of Delhi, and Annamalai University. 

• Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) proposed to offer a variety of BA (Honours) programmes in online and distance 

modes. However, specific fee structures are yet to be decided. 

• Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) is known for its affordability and flexibility, with a wide range of 

specializations at reasonable fees. 

• Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) and Cluster Innovation Centre (CIC), University of Delhi offer campus-based BA (Honours) 

programmes, providing a more traditional university experience. These programmes, however, tend to have higher fees. 

• Annamalai University provides an affordable option for distance learners, with a relatively low fee structure. 

This report helps prospective students make an informed decision based on their financial situation, preferred mode of 

study (online, distance, or campus-based), and specialization interests. The comparison highlights the diversity in fee structures 

and options available across universities, ensuring that students can select a programme that best aligns with their academic 

and professional goals. 

        Table 5: Comparative Fee Structure Report: BA (Honours) via online/distance mode 

University Programme Mode 
Total Fee 

(INR) 
Duration 

Specializations 

Offered 
Additional Fees 

Mahatma Gandhi 
University (MGU) 

BA (Honours) – 
Various disciplines 

Online/ 
Distance 

yet to be 
decided 

4 years yet to be decided yet to be decided 

Indira Gandhi 

National Open 

University (IGNOU) 

BA (Honours) in 

English, Political 

Science, Sociology, 
etc. 

Distance 

₹7,200 

(General), 

₹8,100 
(Specialized) 

3 years 

English, Political 

Science, 

Sociology, 
Psychology 

₹200 Registration Fee 

(one-time) 

Jamia Millia Islamia 

(JMI) 

BA (Honours) – 

Various disciplines 

Regular 

(Campus) 

₹9,875 per 

annum 
3 years 

Various 

disciplines 

₹2,500 Field Work Fee 

(per year for Social Work) 

Cluster Innovation 

Centre (CIC), 

University of Delhi 

BA (Honours) in 

Interdisciplinary 

subjects 

Regular 

(Campus) 

₹22,375 per 

annum 
3 years 

Interdisciplinary 

fields 
None 

Annamalai University 
BA (Honours) – 

Various disciplines 
Distance 

₹7,350 (Total 

for 3 years) 
3 years 

Various 

disciplines 
None 

5.2.  Observations 

• Affordability: IGNOU and Annamalai University offer some of the most economical options for distance education in 

BA (Honours) programmes. 

• Campus Experience: Jamia Millia Islamia and Cluster Innovation Centre (University of Delhi) provide regular, campus-

based programmes with a more traditional university experience. 

• Flexibility: IGNOU stands out for its flexible learning modes, catering to a diverse student base across India. 

• Specializations: While all institutions offer a range of specializations, it's essential to verify the availability of specific 

subjects of interest. 

5.3.  Recommendations  

Based on the comparative analysis of the 4-year BA (Honours) programmes in online and distance education offered 

by Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) and other prominent Indian universities, several key recommendations can be made: 

• For Affordability and Flexibility: Students seeking affordable and flexible learning options should consider enrolling 

in programmes offered by IGNOU and Annamalai University. Both institutions offer low fees, making them ideal for 

those looking to balance their studies with other commitments, such as employment. IGNOU, in particular, stands out 

for its extensive support system and diverse range of specializations. 
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• For Traditional Campus Experience: Students who prefer a more traditional campus-based experience, complete with 

face-to-face interactions, extracurricular activities, and a structured academic environment, should explore the offerings 

from Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) and Cluster Innovation Centre (CIC), University of Delhi. Though these programmes 

come with a higher fee, they offer a rich academic environment with opportunities for networking and personal growth. 

• For Specialized Programmes and Interdisciplinary Studies: CIC, University of Delhi, provides innovative 

interdisciplinary programmes, which could be ideal for students looking to explore non-traditional academic paths and 

connect different fields of study. This is particularly useful for students interested in subjects that bridge multiple areas 

of knowledge, enhancing their employability and academic development. 

• For MGU’s Prospective Students: As MGU offers online and distance learning options, it is recommended that 

prospective students inquire directly with the university to obtain specific fee details and information on the 

specializations offered. Given that the online mode provides greater flexibility, it could be a good choice for working 

individuals or those with other responsibilities. 

5.4.   Conclusion 

In conclusion, the BA (Honours) programmes across various universities provide distinct advantages depending on the 

student’s personal circumstances, academic interests, and career goals. For those prioritizing cost-effectiveness, IGNOU and 

Annamalai University stand out, offering an accessible path to higher education. On the other hand, JMI and CIC offer 

traditional campus-based experiences that cater to students seeking a more immersive educational journey. MGU's online and 

distance education programmes provide flexibility, but prospective students should reach out for detailed information on fees 

and specializations. Ultimately, the decision should be guided by the student’s preferences regarding mode of study, 

specialization, and budget. 

VI. COMPARATIVE FEE STRUCTURE REPORT: BBA VIA ONLINE/DISTANCE MODE 

6.1.  Overview 

With the rapid expansion of digital infrastructure and the growing demand for flexible learning opportunities, online 

and distance education have emerged as prominent modes of higher education across India. Among the various undergraduate 

programmes offered, the Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) stands out as a preferred choice for students aspiring to 

build careers in business, management, and entrepreneurship. 

The School of Distance & Online Education, Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU), Kottayam, proposed to offer the 

BBA programme in online mode, aligning with the university's mission to provide inclusive and accessible quality education. 

To better understand the positioning of MGU's BBA programme in the national context, this report presents a comparative 

analysis of fee structures across leading Indian universities offering similar programmes through online and distance education. 

This analysis aims to: 

• Highlight the affordability and value proposition of MGU’s BBA programme 

• Provide a comprehensive view of the cost of pursuing BBA via flexible modes 

• Assist prospective learners in making informed decisions regarding their educational investment. 

 The following sections include a detailed comparison of tuition fees, mode of delivery, and key observations from five selected 

institutions offering BBA programmes in non-traditional modes. 

       Table 6: Comparative Fee Structure Report: BBA via online/distance mode 

University Mode Total Fee (INR) Notes 

Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) Online yet to be decided Not Applicable 

Indira Gandhi National Open University 

(IGNOU) 
Distance ₹15,300 

₹5,000 per semester + ₹300 registration fee; 

excludes exam fees. 

Annamalai University (AUDDE) Distance ₹14,700 ₹6,900 for 1st year, ₹3,900 for subsequent years. 

Amity University Online Online ₹1,50,000 
₹25,000 per semester; includes various fee 

components. 

Sikkim Manipal University (SMU-DE) Distance ₹1,16,800 
Annual tuition fee; may vary based on category 

and additional charges. 

6.2.  Observations 

• IGNOU provides a cost-effective distance BBA programme with a flexible structure, suitable for working professionals. 

• Annamalai University has a low fee structure, but prospective students should verify the current status of its distance education 

offerings. 

• Amity University Online offers a comprehensive online BBA programme with extensive resources, reflected in its higher fee. 

• Sikkim Manipal University (SMU-DE) provides a distance BBA programme with a moderate fee; however, fees may vary based on 

specific categories and additional services. 

6.3.  Recommendations 

A total programme fee between ₹30,000 to ₹60,000 would make it attractive for a broad demographic while allowing 

room for quality digital content, learner support, and platform management. MGU aims to offer value through strong academic 

content, interactive learning resources, responsive student services, and possible industry-linked enhancements, without 
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excessive financial burden. Flexible payment options (semester-wise), minimal hidden charges, and clear communication 

about the cost structure will further increase transparency and trust. By benchmarking against both public and private providers, 

MGU can create a sustainable and inclusive model that supports its mission of expanding access to higher education through 

digital means. Additionally, integrating industry-relevant modules, internship opportunities, and soft skill training into the 

curriculum will enhance the employability of graduates and position the programme as value-rich despite its affordability. 

Collaborations with reputed online platforms and the inclusion of blended learning components may also add value. Periodic 

benchmarking against other universities will help in maintaining relevance and quality in an evolving educational landscape. 

6.4.  Conclusion 

Institutions like IGNOU and Annamalai University provides cost-effective alternatives in the distance mode, premium 

universities such as Amity and Sikkim Manipal charge significantly higher fees, often reflecting their additional infrastructure, 

branding, or support services.  

VII.   SUMMARY 

This report comprehensively evaluates the cost structures of major online and distance education programmes offered 

by Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU) in comparison with other leading Indian institutions. MGU stands out for offering 

quality education at a moderate cost, particularly for learners based in Kerala and nearby regions. IGNOU consistently ranks 

as the most affordable and nationally recognized institution, making it ideal for budget-conscious students across India. 

Annamalai University also offers low-cost alternatives, particularly in traditional distance learning formats. In contrast, private 

universities like Amity and LPU Online provide enhanced digital learning environments, mentorship, and placement support, 

albeit at premium fees. Sikkim Manipal University (SMUDE), University of Madras, and the University of Mumbai offer 

hybrid benefits, balancing affordability with reliable institutional support. Each programme—MBA, MA English, B. Com 

(Honours), M. Com, and BBA—has been analysed for duration, specialization, mode of delivery, and affordability, ensuring 

students have a holistic view of their options. Overall, the report underscores the need for learners to assess their priorit ies—

cost, convenience, specialization, or institutional prestige—before selecting an educational provider, thus empowering them 

to make informed, strategic decisions in an increasingly flexible and competitive academic landscape. 

DISCLAIMER 

This paper is intended for academic and informational purposes only. While every effort has been made to ensure the 

accuracy and relevance of the data presented—particularly concerning programme fees, duration, and institutional offerings—

the information is based on secondary sources available at the time of writing, including university websites and programme 

brochures. Students and readers are strongly advised to visit the official websites of the respective universities and consult 

authorized personnel for the most up-to-date and accurate details. The author does not assume any responsibility or liability 

for any loss, inconvenience, or consequences that may arise due to the use of information contained in this document. 
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