PREFACE TO THE EDITION 
 
The International Journal of Arts and Liberal Studies (IJALS) proudly present its latest issue, which explores the evolving intersections of art, philosophy, technology, and society. True to the journal’s vision, this issue brings together diverse scholarly perspectives that illuminate how the arts and humanities continue to shape and be shaped by the complexities of the modern world. Each article in this volume exemplifies the power of interdisciplinary inquiry in deepening our understanding of human creativity, ethical responsibility, and cultural transformation.
This issue opens with an exploration of minimalism as both an artistic movement and a lifestyle philosophy, revealing how aesthetic simplicity extends beyond form into a profound way of living. The discussion of memory and trauma in art and literature then delves into how creative expression bears witness to historical suffering, offering both reflection and restoration. Continuing the dialogue between art and contemporary culture, an analysis of social media’s impact on public discourse investigates how platforms like TikTok and Twitter redefine communication, participation, and political engagement in the digital age.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The issue also foregrounds pressing questions of equity and inclusion in the arts, with a study on the underrepresentation of working-class voices in creative industries, highlighting class as a critical yet overlooked axis of cultural inequality. Meanwhile, a timely paper on AI-generated literature interrogates the boundaries between authorship and automation, prompting readers to reconsider what creativity means in an algorithmic era. The volume concludes with an inspiring examination of theatre for social change, illustrating how contemporary drama has become a transformative tool for advocacy across climate, racial, and mental health movements.
Together, these works demonstrate the vitality of liberal studies as a space for critical reflection, ethical inquiry, and imaginative re-visioning of the world we inhabit. The editorial board extends heartfelt appreciation to all contributors, reviewers, and readers whose commitment to scholarship sustains IJALS’s mission. We hope that this issue continues to inspire dialogue and innovation at the confluence of art, thought, and social responsibility.
 

Chitra P M
Chief Editor
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